
Annual Report
FY 2011-2012



where recreation revolves around you!
Currently in its 49th year of operation, the Bloomingdale Park District is an award-winning agency 
that continues to deliver value-driven recreation classes and programs, facilities and open space for 
enjoyable leisure time experiences that benefit the community. 

There were a number of notable achievements in 2012. Of particular note is an effort to increase 
customer satisfaction. Rewards programs, early registration bonuses and increased outreach efforts 
are highlighted in the pages that follow. 

Additionally, efforts to improve the District’s parks and facilities also are evident in the past year’s 
accomplishments. These achievements not only continue to provide the Bloomingdale Park District 
community with recreational enjoyment, but also serve as the building blocks for the future of the 
agency. 

As the Park District embarks on its 50th year in 2013, we will be guided by a comprehensive strategic 
plan to direct us into the next half century. Visit www.bloomingdaleparks.org for the unveiling of the 
plan, and check out the 2013 In Season Summer Brochure, available the first week of April.

Thank you,

Bloomingdale Park District Park Board of Commissioners

Buzz Puccio
President

Karen Johns
Vice President

Mike Vogl
Treasurer

Andre Burke
Commissioner

Michael Childress
Commissioner

bloomingdale park district board of commissioners

Contact Us
Office Hours – Johnston Recreation Center
Monday-Thursday    8:30AM-7PM
Friday      8:30AM-4:30PM
Saturday      9AM-1PM
Phone: 630-529-3650
Email: Staff1@bloomingdaleparks.org
Website: www.bloomingdaleparks.org
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finance department
The Finance Department enjoyed a very successful year 
with several notable achievements. 

• The Park District retained its AA rating with Standard 
and Poor’s Ratings Services. The ‘AA’ rating reflects 
the Park District’s

   o Participation in the deep and diverse Chicago  
   metropolitan area economy; 
  o Very strong economic indicators; and

   o  Low debt burden as a percentage of market  
   value.

• The high rating contributed to the activity and interest 
in the sale of Park District’s 2004 bonds, known as 
Ordinance No. 2012-05 - Ordinance Providing for 
the issue of General Obligation Refunding Park 
Bonds (Alternate Revenue Source), Series 2012B, for 
Refunding Purposes.

What does that mean? It means the District will save  
over $600,000 on interest payments over the next 11  
years in re-paying bonds. That goes a long way  
to helping the District maintain parks, facilities and  
equipment.

• Mrs. Karen Engstrom, Finance Supervisor,  
also was instrumental in helping the  
Finance Department’s comprehensive annual  
financial report earn the Certificate of Achievement  
for Excellence in Financial Reporting by the  
Government Finance Officers Association of the  
United States and Canada (GFOA). 

The Certificate of Achievement is the highest form of  
recognition in the area of governmental accounting  
and financial reporting, and its attainment represents a  
significant accomplishment.  The report demonstrated  
a constructive spirit of full disclosure to clearly  
communicate BPD’s financial story.

• Received separate $250,000 and $42,500 grants  
from the Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic  
Opportunity (IDCEO) to build the Homola Picnic Shelter 

• Received a $50,000 grant from the IDCEO to purchase a  
generator      

• Received a $10,000 grant from the IDCEO to change  
park lighting to more environmental and economical  
light fixtures     

• Received a $43,404 grant from Little Tikes to build a  
fully-accessible playground at Sunnyside Park.

financial report
Fiscal Year 
June 1, 2011 – May 31, 2012

Revenues
Taxes    $3,445,294
Charges for Services $1,453,910
Other General Revenues $1,087,450
Total Revenues             $5,986,654 

Expenditures
General Government $1,575,710
Culture & Recreation $2,114,987
Operations   $2,456,173
Total Expenditures  $6,146,870

Increase in Net Assets $1,345,789

Net Assets
Beginning of Year  $5,896,467
End of Year   $7,242,256

Statement of Net Assets
As of May 31, 2012

Assets
Cash & Investments  $3,416,001
Receivables, Net  $3,508,056
Other Assets   $5,585
Non-Current Assets  $11,509,951
Total Assets   $18,439,593

Liabilities
Accounts Payable   $1,418,216
& Accrued Expenses
Debt Payable  $3,989,091
Non-current Liabilities $5,790,030
Total Liabilities  $11,197,337

Net Assets
Investment in   $4,746,233
Capital Assets  
Restricted   $705,416
Unrestricted   $1,790,607
Total Net Assets  $7,242,256

grants received  
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Recreation Department by the Numbers
The Recreation Department consists of five full-time 
staff and over 200 seasonal/part-timers. Together, 
the team manages the Johnston Recreation 
Center, Westfield Gymnasium, the BPD Museum, all 
of the sports fields, and 1,300+ programs. 

Just before the start of 2012, the Recreation 
Department introduced RecRewards, an incentive 
program that awards points for participants. The 
program saves residents money, is convenient with 
no cards to carry, and requires no additional fees. 
All persons that register for a Park District program 
are automatically enrolled. 

Participants earn one point for every dollar spent. 
One-hundred points equals $1 toward a future 
program. Points do not expire and accrual of points 
is continuous. In summer of 2012, the Department 
instituted Double RecRewards Points and Early 
Bird Registration bonuses. Double RecRewards are 
select programs that earn double points when 
participants register. Early Bird Registration bonuses 
include discounted rates if participants register by 
a certain date. Additionally, all residents who are 
62 years of age and better continue to receive the 
Park District’s 20 percent discount.  

In addition to the incentive programs, the 
department enjoyed a fiscally responsible year in 
2011-12, coupled with encouraging growth (+2%). 

Fall      2010        2011 
Total Programs   331         482      +45%

Winter/Spring      2010-11  2011-12
Total Programs   409         572       +39%

Summer      2011       2012
Total Programs   350         504       +44%

Totals                  2010-11  2011-12
Total Programs   1,090      1,558    +43%

Special Events
• 1,500+ enjoyed free food and use of The Oasis 

Water Park at the National Night Out. The annual 
community event also showcased the winners of 
Bloomingdale’s Got Talent.

• 200+ didn’t let dreary weather deter them from 
climbing trucks, honking horns and ruling the sky 
at the Statewide Kite Fly/Touch-A-Truck events.

• 600+ enjoyed holiday fun at Winter Carnival.
• 65 dancers wowed the crowd at the 2012 Dance 

Recital.

• 144 couples (265 total) were treated to a night of 
glitz and glam at the Daddy-Daughter Hollywood 
Gala.

• 84 couples (120 total) had a swashbuckling 
adventure at the Mom-Son Buccaneer Bash.

• 500+ had an “egg”-cellent time at the Bunny 
Bash (which also was free!). Four-thousand eggs 
were scooped up in just under 40 seconds at the 
Lions Club Easter Egg Hunt.

• 100+ apiece picnicked at each of the three 
Family Fun Picnics held at Leslie Park, Indian Lakes 
Park and Erie Park.

• 670+ had a spooktacular time at the Halloween 
Happening.

recreation department

Increase/Decrease
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• 100+ relaxed on a cool summer night at the 2012 
Outdoor Summer Movie Cars 2 at Bloomingdale 
Bank & Trust.

• 50+ families basked in the glow of Old Town 
Bloomingdale’s festive lights and sights at the 
Old Town Carriage Rides.

• 300+ experienced a wide variety of music at 
the Summer Concert Series. Eight different acts 
performed, with American English filling Old Town 
Park to capacity at 1,000+ in August.

• 10 brave and talented individuals showed off 
their entertainment skills at the Second Annual 
Bloomingdale’s Got Talent.

• 100+ were awarded medals and T-shirts at Family 
Olympic Day, a special event held in honor of 
the Summer Olympics.

• Two bands battled it out on the decks of The 
Oasis Water Park at the first-ever Bloomingdale 
Battle of the Bands.

• 1,000’s of fish were dispensed at the annual 
Fish Release, a cooperative effort with the 
Bloomingdale-Roselle Rotary Club.

• Hundreds of children laughed and six acts 
performed at the inaugural Lunchtime Funtime, 
a children’s entertainment series held select 
Fridays in the summer at Old Town Park.

• 20+ vendors and 400+ visitors enjoyed the Park 
District’s Community Garage Sale.

• Six Lunch Bunches (a new active adult program 
featuring lunch, dessert, drinks and entertainment) 
were held to the delight of participants 
(averaging 20-25 per Lunch Bunch).

Programs
• 135 unique participants made the most of their

day off of school by enrolling in School’s Out! 
or Busy Bees (days off of school programs). 
Attendance was boosted by the introduction of 
a punch-card system.  

• 172 unique participants had a day full of activities
from beginning to end by partaking in the before-
and after-school care programs (Kids’ Place and 
Kindergarten Kids’ Place).

• 153 teenagers spent a Friday night dancing, 
gaming, snacking and having fun at Klub 
Friday Night Jr. The once-a-month Friday event 
averaged 72 kids/night.

• 243 spent their summer having a blast in one of 
five different camp options.

• 185 youngsters filled the Park District’s preschool 
rooms to capacity.
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Adult Fitness
• New stability balls, weights, BOSU balls, medicine  
 balls, resistance bands, foam rollers and yoga  
 mats were purchased for fitness instructors in the  
 ever-expanding fitness program. 
• 21 new fitness classes were added, including  
 early-morning options for the early birds seeking  
 a jump start to their day.
• 34 classes offered drop-in rates, catering to  
 participants’ hectic and busy schedules.
• 13 classes offered a free open house for those of  
 the curious nature.

Youth Athletics
• 250 soccer players took to the field for in-house  
 play, while 92 footballers tied-‘em up for travel  
 teams.
• 175 hoopsters participated in YBA In-House play. 
• 70 ballers (10 teams) maxed out the junior  
 basketball league. 
• 50+ youngsters swung the bat in T-ball.
• 40 took to the gridiron to partake in flag football.

• 24 tumblers qualified for the Illinois Park District  
 Gymnastic Conference State Meet.
  o The Gymnastics Gold Team was state  
   champs, while the Silver Team finished fourth,  
   and the Bronze team seventh.
• 67 gymnasts showed their stuff in the Summer  
 Gold Camp.

The Oasis (see page 11 for more)
• 568 learned how to swim.
• 457 were prudent and bought season passes.
• 30,537 had a splashtacular time!
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• 7 shows (9 exhibits in the two galleries) were held 
displaying a variety of art in various forms by 674 
artists. Shows included: 

  o  Midwest Collage Society: “Peace Works”
  o  Photo 2012: “A Moment in Time” 
  o  29th Annual Student Art Show (448 artists 
   displayed their talents!)
  o Western DuPage Special Recreation 
   Association
  o  Little City Center for the Arts
  o  Bloomingdale Artists Association: “Dawn of 
   Summer”
  o  fotoMuses: “One by One” 
  o  Fiber Artists Coalition Quilt Show:  
   “Conversations in Stitch on Nature” 
  o  Juried Mixed Media Show: “Keep It Simple”

• 1,706 visited the Museum to view the 
aforementioned exhibits, which is a 61 percent
increase from 2010-11.

• Total sales from art surpassed $4,800.
• An increasing number of people have added 

a touch of class to their respective occasion by 
renting The Museum. Rentals have increased 
300% since 2010!

museum

Adam Romanowicz
Big Sable Point Lighthouse

Delio Rabaza
Sunrise

Tony Sarro
Turning
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Facilities
Responsible for 14 parks consisting of 160+ acres 
and three major facilities, the Parks & Planning 
Department, quite literally, covers a lot of ground.

The department oversaw an abundance of projects 
in 2012, including the installation of the Johnston 
Recreation Center generator and construction of 
the Homola Picnic Shelter (see opposite page). 

The installation of the 
desperately-needed, 
back-up generator 
was completed in 
May 2012. A majority 
of the project was 
funded with a $50,000 
grant through the 
Illinois Department 
of Commerce & 
Economic Opportunity. 
The project was made 
possible with the 
assistance of Carole 
Pankau, State Senator, 
23rd District of Illinois.

The JRC has experienced an excessive amount 
of flooding over the past three years. The purpose 
of the generator is to keep electricity flowing to 
10 sump pumps, the computer system, and the 
computer server room when power is lost. The 
sump pumps send water away from the building to 
a nearby municipal storm drain.

Other facility improvements included:
Johnston Recreation Center
• Two heating, ventilation and air conditioning units 

were removed from the roof and replaced with 
new and more efficient units. Office and 
classroom spaces now heat and cool better 
than before, resulting in more efficient energy 
use. 

• Removal and replacement of carpeting for 
offices and the community room.

• New paint for entire Johnston Recreation Center. 
Additionally, all marmoleum floors were stripped, 
sealed and waxed.

• Parking lot seal-coated and striped.
• New bench and garbage receptacles installed 

at main entrance.
• The small landscape element at the entrance to 

the JRC & Oasis was removed. The island will be 
replanted and new signage installed in 2013.

The Oasis Water Park 
• Three pump motors were equipped with 

secondary entrapment protection to comply 
with the Virginia Graeme Baker Act.

• Otter Island sprayground pump rebuilt.
• Installation of new guard umbrellas, pool 

vacuum, deck chairs and dump buckets.
• See page 11 for more information on The Oasis 

Water Park.

The Museum
• The entire exterior of the Museum received a 

fresh coat of paint.
• Exterior doors were painted, windows caulked, 

and parking lot was seal-coated and striped.
• Some bushes and trees were trimmed/pruned/

removed to improve landscaping.
• See page 7 for more information on the Museum.

Parks
At 44 acres, Springfield 
Park is the largest in the 
District. Twenty of those 
44 acres are wetlands 
area. Integrated Lakes 
Management oversaw 
wetlands stewardship 
maintenance in 2011-
2012, while Pizzo 
& Associates was 
awarded the contract 
for 2012-13. 

Early 2012 work at the 
wetlands included 
targeting invasive 
species such as 
loosestrife, cattails, 
phragmite, dame’s 
rocket and curly dock. Herbicides and selective 
trimming and spot mowing were continued to 
keep annual and biennial weeds from being able 
to produce weeds.

parks & planning

Springfield Park Wetlands 
signage installed 

October 2012.

JRC Generator installed
May 2012.
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In October of 2012, 33 new, educational, 
interpretive signs were installed along the path 
surrounding the wetlands. These signs inform on a 
variety of subjects, including wetlands creatures, 
value of greenspace, seasonal change and more. 

Also at Springfield Park:
• Basketball backboards and rims were painted  
 with permanent nets installed.
• Ball diamond infield lips were removed and/or  
 reshaped.
• All sports fields were aerated
• Board walk and cracks in path were repaired.
• The concession stand roof was patched and  
 repaired, and the interior was painted.
• A portion of the parking lot was seal-coated and  
 re-paved.
• Twelve new trees planted.

Specific improvements at other parks 
included:
Westlake Park

• Woody vegetation removed from the banks of  
 the lake, scrub from the south shoreline cleared,  
 trees trimmed on west side of the park, and  
 native seed planted by volunteer neighbors. 
• Repaired path-to-bridge transitions to improve  
 accessibility.
• Wood duck boxes and bat houses installed.

Circle Park
• Construction of the Homola Picnic Shelter (see  
 page 10).
• The irrigation water meter was replaced, as were  
 boards for the bridge connecting the north and  
 south portions of the park. 
• The irrigation system power supply line, and  
 irrigation heads were repaired.
• Basketball backboards and rims were painted  
 with permanent nets installed. 
• Light fixtures were re-lamped for the soccer and  
 football fields.
• Inline hockey fence repaired, and all bolts on  
 upper boards surrounding the rink were replaced  
 and tightened.

 

Lakeview Park
• New edges were cut on the two baseball/softball 

infields. 
• Sod was added where needed, and new home 

plates and base receptacles were installed. 
• Ballfield mix also was added for better drainage. 
• Two memorial trees planted.

Sunnyside Park  
• Volunteers from Brusseau Design Group and W-T 

Engineering painted the playground structures. 
• The basketball backboards and rims were 

painted with permanent nets installed.

Stratford Park
• Light fixtures were re-lamped at the baseball  
 field.
• Ball diamond infield lips removed and re-shaped.
• Tennis court and parking lot re-paved.

Seasons 4 Park
• Basketball backboards and rims were painted  
 with permanent nets installed.
• Ball diamond infield lip removed and re-shaped.
• New benches installed at baseball diamond.
• Baseball and soccer fields aerated.

Leslie Park
• Playground was repaired.
• Woody vegetation around the pond was  
 removed, and trees were trimmed and removed  
 along the south fence.
• Athletic field turf aerated and bench board  
 repaired.

Tompkins Park
• Ball diamond infield lip removed and re-shaped.  
 Two home plates were replaced and athletic  
 field turf was aerated.

Indian Lakes Park
• Ball diamond infield lip removed and re-shaped,  
 infield mix added and athletic field turf aerated.
• Asphalt pathway repaired.

Across the District, maintenance repairs were 
made to the Electrical Storm Identification Device 
Lightning Detection System, ensuring all remote 
stations worked per manufacturer’s specifications. 
Asphault repairs were made to Springfield, Stratford, 
Indian Lakes and Westlake parks.
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The Homola Picnic Shelter was dedicated Aug. 
18, 2012 in Circle Park and was a collaborative 
effort between the Bloomingdale Park District 
and the Bloomingdale Athletic Club (BAC), with 
assistance of two grants made possible by Franco 
Coladipietro, State Representative, 45th District of 
Illinois. It will serve as home to the Bloomingdale 
Bears Football & Cheer program.

The Bloomingdale Lions Club built the Lion Bob 
Homola Pavilion in 1980 in memory of late mayor 
and Lion Bob Homola. It was removed in 2005 with 
the construction of The Oasis Water Park.

The approximate 2,000-square foot building 
occupies land at the north end of the Park, 
between the roller hockey rink and the Westfield 
Middle School parking lot. The building consists 

of a large picnic shelter/patio area, concessions, 
storage, and men’s and women’s restrooms.
The majority of the project was funded by two grants 
totaling $292,500 through the Illinois Department 
of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, made 
possible with Coladipietro’s assistance. The BAC 
contributed $30,000 and the Lions Club $500 with 
the Park District assuming responsibility for the 
remainder of the cost.

“This project represents the true spirit of collaboration 
for the good of the Bloomingdale community,” said 
Bloomingdale Park District Executive Director Carrie 
Fullerton. “Thanks to Representative Coladipietro, 
the BAC families, the Lions Club and the Park 
District, this project will make a true difference in the 
football/cheerleading program and makes Circle 
Park more enjoyable for the entire community.”

homola picnic shelter

The newly-constructed Circle Park Shelter & Concession Building 
was dedicated as the Homola Picnic Shelter Aug. 18 in Bloomingdale’s 
Circle Park. Pictured are (from left) BAC’s Frank Bucaro, Bloomingdale 

Park District Board of Commissioners President Buzz Puccio, State 
Representative Franco Coladipietro, BAC President Chris Helms 

and BAC’s Bob Bucaro.
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The Oasis Water Park completed its eighth (and 
hottest!) season of operation in 2012. The third 
warmest summer on record averaged 87 degrees 
(eclipsed only by hotter summers in 1955 and 1995) 
and contributed to increased numbers across the 
board including:

• 9.9 percent increase in season pass sales 
• 13.8 percent increase in daily use 
• 4.5 percent increase in swim team participation 
• 24.8 percent increase in rentals/parties 

The Oasis lived up to its name, providing a refreshing 
retreat from the heat as temperatures surpassed 
90 degrees on 40 days this past summer. Overall 
attendance was up 17.9 percent (+4,645), resulting 
from increased numbers from daily pass users 
(+7.6%), daily paid admissions (+3.7%), Park District 
camps (+20.3%), special groups (15.2%), parties/
rentals (+1.3%) and National Night Out (+5.8%). 
Additionally, a cooperative agreement between 
the Roselle Park District and Bloomingdale Park 
District resulted in 3,552 visits from Super Passholders 
(see sidebar).

The Oasis Water Park prides itself on operating 
safely, earning four stars in its review by Starguard 
(administered via Starfish Aquatics Institute), and 
consistently earning acceptable reviews from the 
DuPage County Health Department, receiving no 
point deductions in 2012. 

The pool held nine special events, four giveaway 
days and three discount days. National Night Out, 
the Bloomingdale Bank & Trust Coin Dive, Boat Floats 
and Passholder Appreciation Night remained as 
popular as ever; and Battle of the Bands debuted 
with two bands rocking the pool deck in July. 

Twice as Nice 
Pool Partnership 
The Super Pass was 
introduced in 2012, 
offering residents of 
Bloomingdale and Roselle 
park districts a pass with 
access to Bloomingdale’s 
Oasis Water Park and 
Roselle’s Kemmerling 
Pool. The option gave 
residents the opportunity 
to experience even more 
amenities and swimming 
opportunities at a 
reasonable price. 

Roselle Super Passholders 
visited The Oasis 3,552 
times, accounting for 
additional revenue to 
offset expenses.

The two pools also agreed 
to share responsibility 
for postseason hours 
(typically mid-August 
through Labor Day). In 
2012, Kemmerling Pool 
hosted postseason days 
and hours. In 2013, The 
Oasis Water Park will be the 
postseason destination. 
The agreement relieves 
the districts of the difficult 
responsibility of staffing 
pools as most part-time 
workers return to school. 
These two agreements 
are evaluated and 
reviewed annually.
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Bloomingdale Parks Foundation
The Bloomingdale Parks Foundation was established 
in 1994 as a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization. Its 
primary purpose is to develop alternative sources 
of funding for Bloomingdale Park District capital 
improvements, environmental enhancement and 
program development.

The Foundation underwent significant change 
in 2012. Geri McGreevy and Augie Battaglia 
both stepped down as Chair and Vice-Chair, 
respectively, capping 9+ years of service. The two 
Park District residents joined the Foundation in 2003. 
Frank Saverino, Jr., a Parks Foundation member 
since 2009, was named the new Chair. 

The Foundation is responsible for three significant, 
annual community events. 

1. The Holiday Gift Wrap is held each December at 
Stratford Square Mall. Parks Foundation volunteers 
accept donations for gifts wrapped.

2. The Sunrise Chevy 5K Shuffle is a fall tradition, 
and was held at Stratford Square Mall for the first 
time in 2012. The USATF-certified course started and 
finished at Ballydoyle Irish Pub & Restaurant, where 

participants enjoyed raffle prizes, complimentary 
food, discounted drinks and a festive atmosphere.  

3. Most Valuable Volunteer Night honors volunteers 
from local youth athletic organizations and is held in 
conjunction with National Night Out every summer. 
Seven individuals from the Beamers, Bloomingdale 
Baseball & Softball Association, Youth Basketball 
Association, Barracudas, Bloomingdale Soccer 
Organization and the Bloomingdale Athletic Club 
were bestowed with the title of Most Valuable 
Volunteer from their respective organization.

Through donations, sponsorships and raffles at 
the special events listed above, the Foundation 
raised just under $6,000 in 2011. The Foundation 
has raised $2,300+ thus far in 2012, with the Holiday 
Gift Wrap in December concluding the fundraising 
opportunities for 2012. 

The effort to raise resources for the improvement 
of the Springfield Park baseball/softball complex, 
known as the Aim for the Fences, concluded in 
2011. Over $25,000 was raised in the effort; $2,250 
of which has already been used to improve the 
scoreboards. Remaining resources are targeted for 
various ballpark improvements. 

parks foundation

2012 Most Valuable Volunteer Winners. 
Not pictured is BAC Most Valuable Volunteer Andy Baker.

2012 Sunrise Chevy 5K Shuffle

Suzanne Cruz
Beamers

Bob Rawski
BBSA

Kelly Hock
BSO

Agatha Bartosik
YBA

Sandy Guido
Barracudas

Chip Pendowski
Barracudas

12



The Marketing & Communications department 
expanded its reach into the private sector in 
2012, forming new and valuable partnerships 
with Adventist GlenOaks Hospital, U.S. Cellular, 
Associated Dental Care, Sunrise Chevrolet, 
Bloomingdale School of Music and Lynfred Winery.

Already established partnerships with Bloomingdale 
Bank & Trust, Ducat Chiropractic & Wellness Center, 
Salerno’s Rosedale Chapel, Meijer, Sports Authority, 
RoccoVino’s Italian Ristorante, Bloomingdale 
Horizon Independent Senior Living Community and 
Stratford Square Mall continue to assist the Park 
District in a variety of ways.

The Department is committed to exceeding its 
sponsors’ and partners’ expectations by providing 
meaningful marketing benefits and impressions, 
summarized in sponsorship reports delivered at the 
conclusion of each agreement. 

The past year also included the unveiling of an 
expanded, full-color In Season summer brochure to 
great reviews. The marketing piece is the District’s 

most valuable tool, delivered to 12,000+ residents 
and businesses in the Park District. The fall brochure 
included expanded sections on birthday parties 
and adult fitness, while the winter/spring version 
included a new teens/tweens section in addition 
to expanded information about the Bloomingdale 
Park District Museum.

Special event pocket schedules, new parking 
lot banners, exterior signage for the Museum, 
interpretive signage for Springfield Park Wetlands 
and publication of the Bloomingdale Community 
Guide in the Sept. 22, 2012 edition of the Daily 
Herald were other notable accomplishments.

Top projects on tap for 2013 include exploration of 
a mobile application, new informational signage 
at parks and facilities, and increased marketing 
efforts concerning the top 20 programs and 
classes per season (as identified by the Recreation 
Department).

marketing & communications

BPD:  The No. 1  Employer 
             of  Community Youth 
                 page  51
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  New Teen Section
           pages  36-37

  Adult Fitness Options
           pages  38-43

  Park Bench News
           pages  50-54

www.bloomingdaleparks.org

Fishing Derby Old Town
Carriage Rides

Winter Carnival Registration is Easy!
1. Visit www.bloomingdaleparks.org to set
up an online account.
2. Access a registration form online, in the
seasonal brochure, or pick one up at the 
JRC.
3. Mail, fax or drop off your registration 
form in person.

Call (630)529-3650 for more information.
Fax: (630)529-9184
Website: www.bloomingdaleparks.org

Wednesday, December 12
6:00-7:30PM

@ Old Town Park
Enjoy a cozy horse-drawn carriage ride 
around Old Town Park, which will be 
donned in its holiday best. The 
Bloomingdale Park District Museum will 
have refreshments available to help warm 
you up while visiting a special holiday 
exhibit. This is a FREE event!

Saturday, September 15
8:00-10:00AM

@ Lakeview Park
Fishermen of all ages and ability level 
are invited to the Bloomingdale Park 
District's free fishing derby. Newcomers 
may discover hidden fishing talents 
while experienced anglers polish their 
skills. Participants must bring their own 
fishing gear; bait is provided. Children 
12 and under must be accompanied 
by an adult. Prizes and contests are 
part of the fun. Fishing Derby is FREE 
and a catch-and-release event.

Friday, December 7
6:30-9:00PM

@ JRC
Experience a winter wonderland 
featuring holiday games and 
activities for all ages. The evening 
offers inflatable amusements, mini 
train ride, live reindeer, horse-drawn 
sleigh rides through Circle Park, 
performances and entertainers and, 
of course, Santa Claus! 

Friday, October 26
6:30-9:00PM

@ JRC
The night of spooktacular activities 
includes an inflatable house, moonwalk, 
hayrides through Circle Park, games and 
prizes, magic show, trick-or-treat trail, 
storyteller, a family pumpkin decorating 
contest, crafts, pumpkin walk and 
Creepy Crawlers Room. 

Sponsored by: Sponsored by:

Springfield Park wetlands signageNew parking lot banners
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Valued Park District partner Ducat Chiropractic & 
Sports Medicine was awarded first runner-up for Best 
Friend of Illinois Parks – Small Business by the Illinois 
Association of Park Districts (IAPD). Dr. Erin Ducat 
and her practice were honored at the IAPD’s Best 
of the Best Awards Gala Sept. 28 at Wheeling Park 
District’s Chevy Chase Country Club. 

The Park District nominated Ducat Chiropractic & 
Sports Medicine because of its support, involvement 
and the impact the business has on BPD residents 
(primarily in the area of health and wellness).

Other honors in 2012 included:
• Park Board Commissioner Mike Vogl was sworn 

in to the Illinois Association of Park District’s Board 
of Trustees. 

• Executive Director Carrie A. Fullerton was: 
  o  named one of Aquatics international’s 
   Power 25 Leaders
  o  named President of the Bloomingdale-
   Roselle Rotary Club
  o  named to the Illinois Park & Recreation 
   Association Leadership Academy 
   Curriculum Committee

• Finance Supervisor Karen Engstrom earned the 
Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in 
Financial Reporting by the Government Finance 
Officers Association of the United States and 
Canada. See Finance Department, page 3 for 
more information. 

The most visible accomplishment for the 
department in 2012 was the complete renovation 
of the Johnston Recreation Center’s Community 
Room. Home to programs and classes, public 
board meetings and internal staff meetings, the 
room underwent a complete overhaul.

Window treatments, new carpeting, a fresh paint 
job, BPD logo installation and the fitting of a 55-
inch television for programs and presentations are 
among the highlights. Also added were new chairs, 
removable tables, an archetypical clock and a 
piece of art representing the Founding Fathers.

In terms of staff development, the Administration 
Department hosted the annual Parks Works U 
in May 2012. This introductory training program 
welcomes part-timers, provides an overview of the 
BPD, familiarizes them with important policies and 
procedures, shares the BPD’s customer service 
philosophy, allows them to meet co-workers and 
answers any questions.

Four staff members enrolled in the Illinois Park & 
Recreation Association Leadership Academy in 
2012, while three others maintained Certified Park 
& Recreation Professional status with the National 
Park & Recreation Association.

The Park District’s Registration Desk (located at 
the Johnston Recreation Center) received new 
cash drawers, new computers and a new printer 
to speed up processing time for patrons. The new 
LED printer prints faster than a laser printer, requires 
less mechanical movement, uses less power and is 
more efficient with its toner use.

Two server installations were completed in 2012. 
One server houses documents, accounting and 
payroll software, email and staff backup. The other 
server is dedicated to RecTrac and WebTrac, the 
Park District’s registration programs. 

Other accomplishments included:
• New computers purchased for the preschool 

and kindergarten rooms
• New pool pass printer for The Oasis Water Park 
• Phone service switched from AT&T to Call One, 

saving the District approximately $7,000 annually
• Updated employee personnel policy manual 

unveiled in May 2012
• Desktop computer upgrades for all staff included 

Windows 7 upgrades and licensing

awards administration   
& technology
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(From Left) Bloomingdale Park Board of Commissioners 
Treasurer Mike Vogl, President Buzz Puccio, Dr. Erin Ducat, 

Steve Ducat and BPD Executive Director Carrie Fullerton. The 
photo appeared in the December 2012 issue of ACA News.



The Park District continues to concentrate on 
meeting the needs of its residents, while also 
seeking other ways to improve. The main focus for 
the future still includes maintaining and improving 
the current infrastructure as opposed to building 
new. 

The strategic plan, available online at www.
bloomingdaleparks.org, outlays the District’s future 
in more depth.

On tap for 2013: 
General
• Higher profile landscape beds to be revamped. 

This includes removal of overgrown shrubs, 
amending the soil with a leaf mulch and 
mushroom compost, and changing the shape, 
size and plant selection.

• Asphault repairs for pathways, tennis courts and 
basketball courts.  

• Several playgrounds to receive new hardwood 
mulch safety surfacing. 

• Tree plantings to occur across the District’s parks.
• Improved accessibility in all parks and facilities 

based on the priorities of the ADA Transition Plan.

The Oasis Water Park
• Mango Bay, the zero-depth entry pool, to receive 

a new coat of paint and all concrete joints to be 
sealed.

• Bathhouse floors to be completely resurfaced.

Sunnyside Park
• Complete renovation of the playground 

structure, making the park fully-accessible for 
children of all abilities ages 2-12 years. 

Westlake Park
• The fishing pier will be improved to provide more 

access through a new landscape design.  
Grading will lessen the slope, making access 
safer and easier for park visitors.

Springfield Park
• The removal of invasive trees and shrubs and 

non-native species will continue along with the 
continued planting of native species to promote 
a more robust diversity of native plants.  

Old Town Park
• The Old Town Festival of Lights is tentatively 

scheduled for Nov. 29 to Dec. 31, 2013. The 
collaborative special event with the Village of 
Bloomingdale includes holiday lights decorating 
Old Town Park, along with an abundance of 
programming in the park and nearby BPD 
Museum. 

• The Old Town Park Gazebos will receive a new 
coat of paint and other necessary repairs.

Visit www.bloomingdaleparks.org to stay in tune 
with all of the events, activities and happenings at 
the Bloomingdale Park District. 

looking forward
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Office Hours 
Johnston Recreation Center
Monday-Thursday: 8:30AM-7PM
Friday: 8:30AM-4:30PM
Saturday: 9AM-1PM  

Spring 2012
Highlights

  For more information, or to register, visit         
           www.bloomingdaleparks.org. Saturday, April 14

9AM
Lakeview Park 

240 Broker Rd., Bloomingdale

Turner Park
81 E. Devon, Roselle

Sponsored by the Rotary Club of Bloomingdale-Roselle.
Help restock ponds at Lakeview Park in Bloomingdale and 

Turner Park in Roselle at the annual Fish Release. Participants 
are provided with buckets to dispense fish into the ponds. Dress 
appropriately as splashing and muddy conditions are likely. All 

ages are welcome. This is a FREE event! 

All activities require a wristband. Stop by the JRC beginning 
March 1 to pick up your FREE wristband.

Bounce 
House

March 31
@ JRC

9:45AM-12PM
There will be plenty of 

activities and non-stop fun 
for the entire family!

Moonwalk

GamesColoring
Contest

Live
Entertainment

And don’t forget the Annual Lions Club Easter 
Egg Hunt in Circle Park beforehand. 

Starts promptly at 9:30AM.

Purchase your

 pass early and 

SAVE $40!

Registration Dates:
Location: JRC
Wednesday, May 2 6-8PM
Saturday, May 5 9AM-12PM

Early Bird Rates R/NR
Swim Team $120/$140
Dive Team $100/$120
Addtl. family member $90/$110
Both Swim/Dive Team $170/$190

Bloomingdale Barracuda 
Swim & Dive Team

 
 Super Early Bird Rate Early Bird Rate Summer Rate
 Feb. 1 – March 31  April 1 – May 31* begins June 1
 R/NR R/NR R/NR   
Individual $79/129 $99/149 $119/169
Family 2 $129/179 $149/199 $169/219
Addtl. Member $10  $10 $10 
*Purchase your season pass by May 31 and your name will be entered in a raffle to win a prize!

2012 Oasis Season Passes 
On Sale Now!

ROSEDALE CHAPELS
630-889-1700

www.salernofuneralhomes.com

Sponsored by

Bunny Bash!Bunny Bash!

Fish   Release

Regular Rate after April 30 R/NR
Swim Team $140/$160
Dive Team $120/$140
Addtl. family member $110/$130
Both Swim/Dive Team $190/$210

For Sale
15¢

Garage Sale
April 21

9AM-3PM
@ JRC

One person’s junk is 
another’s treasure! 

* Raffle Prizes!
* Music! 

* Free Admission! 

Vendors visit 
www.bloomingdaleparks.org 

to reserve space.

For Sale

4¢

Spring 2012 
Special Events FREE!

172 S. Circle Avenue 
Bloomingdale, IL 60108

Ph. 630.529.3650  
Fax 630.529.9184   

www.bloomingdaleparks.org

Annual Report
2011-2012

For more information, visit 
www.bloomingdaleparks.org.




