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Since 1964, the Bloomingdale Park District has strived to efficiently and economically 
provide recreation programs, facilities and open space for enjoyable leisure time 
experiences that benefit the community.

The 2020-21 fiscal year showed improvement from 2019-20, which included a 
temporary shutdown due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Some semblance of normalcy 
returned, with the reopening of The Oasis Water Park and the return of special event 
favorites such as the Summer Concert Series and Touch-A-Truck/Kite Fly.

The Bloomingdale Park District fiscal year begins on June 1st of each year and ends 
on May 31st. The revenues and expenditures inside reflect those dates. Due to printing 
deadlines and timing, the other content in this report covers October 1, 2020 to 
September 30, 2021.

The Park District is an award-winning agency dedicated to maintaining and preserving 
the community’s assets, as opposed to building new, while also providing fun, 
affordable, convenient, trendy and safe programming for all.

WHERE RECREATION REVOLVES 
AROUND YOU!

CONTACT US
Johnston Recreation Center			 
172 S. Circle Ave.				  
Bloomingdale, IL 60108

Office Hours			 
Monday-Thursday: 6:30AM-8:30PM	
Friday: 6:30AM-6:30PM		
Saturday: 8AM-1PM		
Sunday: 8:30AM-12PM

Phone: (630) 529-3650			 
Email: staff1@bloomingdaleparks.org		
Website: www.bloomingdaleparks.orgProperty	and	Other	Taxes
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BY THE NUMBERS

THE OASIS FULLY RE-OPENS! 
•	The Oasis Water Park fully re-opened to the public June 10, 2021 with no restrictions or reservations 

required as the state entered Phase 5 of the Restore Illinois plan. 

•	Despite the late start, The Oasis still drew 15,767 patrons for the season.

•	The Oasis Water Park received 5 stars (the most possible) in 2 out of 3 audits by StarGuard Elite Aquatic 
Risk Prevention this past pool season. 

Core Services
•	Due to COVID restrictions, Kids’ Place and Kindergarten Kids’ Place 

(before- and after-school care programs) were drastically different for 
the 2020-21 school year. The program switched to a remote learning 
environment to assist essential workers. Once schools resumed 
in-person education, Kids’ Place returned to its usual operating 
procedure while still running remote learning for those who needed it.

•	Despite class sizes again being limited due to COVID restrictions 
(depending on the room), enrollment still increased by 30% with 103 
students in Little Acorn Academy for the 2021-22 school year.

•	Relaxed COVID restrictions in the summer led to camp enrollment 
increasing 296% over the previous summer. All in all, 198 campers 
created lasting memories at BPD’s Camp Escape. 

•	 396 participants gained one of life’s most important skills, learning 
how to swim and be safe in and around the water.

Youth Athletics
•	 184 soccer players took to the pitch in Spring 2021 followed by 201 

more in Fall 2021. 

•	 90 basketballers hooped in YBA Travel play in 2021. Unfortunately, 
In-House play was cancelled due to COVID but is set to return in 2022.

•	The gymnastics program had 300+ participants in 2020-21, with 
approximately 300 students in recreation classes, and 25 competing 
for the Bloomingdale Beamers (Tumbling Team, Prep Optionals and 
Optionals). All three teams competed in three invitationals, but no 
sectional or state meets were held due to COVID.

•	The Bloomingdale Barracudas Swim & Dive team welcomed 105 
members to ‘Cuda Cove after not competing in 2020. Bloomingdale 
Barracuda Swim & Dive Team is a member of the DuPage Swim and 
Dive Conference. Swim & Dive meets were held virtually and no 
standings were kept in 2021. The A & B Conference meets completed 
the 2021 season at the end of July.

•	After not playing in 2020, Bloomingdale Athletic Club came back 
strong with 230 football players and 105 cheerleaders in Fall 2021.*

•	Bloomingdale Baseball & Softball Association had 725 participants 
compete in 2021, which included both in-house and travel teams.*

•	Bloomingdale Lightning Football Club travel soccer program had 158 
participants in Fall 2020. For Fall 2021, the group had ????*

*The Bloomingdale Athletic Club, Bloomingdale Baseball & Softball Association, 
and Bloomingdale Lightning FC are affiliate groups and are separate 
organizations from the Park District. The Park District works cooperatively with 
these organizations to provide and maintain fields and facilities.

Special Events
•	The Fish Release and Fishing Derby were both held in October of 

2020. Thankfully, the outdoor events allowed for plenty of social 
distancing. Attendance was limited and registration was required, but 
both events maxed out at 50 participants. 

•	The eighth annual Festival of Lights tree and park lighting event were 
held virtually November 27, 2020. Both the Village and Park District 

broadcasted the events via Facebook Live. The event resumed in 
person, along with the Kris Kringle Market, December 3, 2021.

•	Holly Jolly Home Visits and Bloomingdale Lights & Sights Challenge 
debuted in 2020. Both were highly successful with maxed out 
participants.

•	With in-person attendance restricted, some of the Park District’s 
most popular special events transitioned to drive-thru experiences in 
2020. Terror-ific Drive was held in October, Jingle Bell Drive-Thru in 
December and Hoppin’ Down the Bunny Trail in April. The BPD also 
collaborated with the Village, Police, Fire, Library and Park District on 
the inaugural BOOmingdale Halloween Drive-Thru. 

•	The Bloomingdale Park District Museum reopened its doors in May 
2021 after more than a year of being shuttered because of COVID. 
Photo 2021: “A Lost Year” occupied Galleries I & II and exhibited works 
related to living through social isolation, home confinement, and the 
uncertainty of infection in a world-wide pandemic. 

•	To the delight of hundreds of parents and children, the Summer 
Outdoor Movie returned in 2021 and it brought some friends, as three 
Movies in the Park were held in Circle Park in June and July, and one 
movie was shown in Old Town Park in August.

•	The Statewide Kite Fly & See-A-Truck events returned in June 2021 
with approximately 400 attendees flying kites, and experiencing an 
assortment of garbage trucks, tractors, police cars, fire trucks and 
other vehicles.

•	The Summer Concert Series returned in 2021 in partnership with 
the Village of Bloomingdale and Bloomingdale Public Library. Eight 
bands rocked Circle Park and later Old Town Park as COVID restrictions 
were eased.

Bloomingdale Parks Foundation
•	Westlake Park Adopt-A-Park sponsors 

Simmons Knife & Saw held their 
second annual Clean-Up, Green-Up 
event September 12, 2020, and their 
third annual June 5, 2021. 

•	Springfield Park Adopt-A-Park sponsors 
Wolff Construction held their 7th annual Make A Difference Day at 
Springfield Park October 24, 2020. They then held their 8th Annual 
October 23, 2021. 

•	The inaugural Patriotic Pooch Parade was a grand success with 25+ 
canines adorned in their best patriotic garb. The group paraded 
around Old Town Park and Old Town Bloomingdale to the delight of 
participants, spectators and passersby. 

•	The Foundation’s Annual Lou Malnati’s pizza voucher sale raised 
$1,000 for scholarships to participate in Park District programs. 

•	The Bloomingdale-Roselle Rotary Club adopted Lakeview Park in 
2020 and later planted a swamp white oak tree in 2021 during their 
annual clean-up day in honor of Dominic Froio.



AWARDS, HONORS & MORE
Community Exemplar - Sandy Vangundy
Bloomingdale Park District Director of Recreation Sandy Vangundy was recognized as a Community Exemplar 
at the Bloomingdale School District 13 Board of Education Meeting held August 23 at the District Administrative 
Office. District 13’s Board of Education recognizes those making a difference to the organization and community. 
Vangundy has been with the Bloomingdale Park District for 26+ years. She works closely with District 13 to 
coordinate use of facilities and programs.  

GFOA Award
In April 2021, the finance department’s comprehensive annual financial report was awarded the Certificate of 
Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting by the Government Finance Officers Association of the United 

States and Canada (GFOA) for the ninth straight year.

Best of the Best
In April 2020, the finance department’s comprehensive annual financial report was awarded the Certificate of 
Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting by the Government Finance Officers Association of the United 
States and Canada (GFOA) for the eighth straight year.

Give Us Your Best Shot 
The above photo was awarded third place in the Recreation division of the 2021 Illinois Association 
of Park Districts’ “Give Us Your Best Shot” competition. Director of Marketing & Communications 

Josh Hendricks took the photo at BPD’s art camp in the summer of 2020.

ICECF Awards BPD $9,500
The Bloomingdale Park District was awarded a grant of $9,500 from the Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation in October of 2020 to 
cover 50% of the cost of converting turf grass to pollinator meadow habitat at Westlake Park. The conversion must include a minimum of two 
acres, and a portion of grant funds must be set aside for interpretive signage. 

BPD Receives PowerPlay Grant
The Bloomingdale Park District received a $1,000 PowerPlay! Beyond School Grant through the Illinois Association of Park Districts (IAPD). 
The grant must be used for health/wellness related activities, supplies, and/or programs. The BPD will utilize the resources to purchase 

equipment for the Kindergarten Kids’ Place program.


