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Since 1964, the Bloomingdale Park District has strived to efficiently and economically 
provide recreation programs, facilities and open space for enjoyable leisure time 
experiences that benefit the community.

The 2019-20 fiscal year was certainly challenging, as the Park District temporarily 
shut down mid-March due to the coronavirus pandemic. Additionally, the District 
welcomed new executive director Joe Potts just one month later in April. Amid the 
massive changes, Park District staff and the Board of Commissioners were quick to 
adapt and adjust to residents’ needs. In recognition of their efforts, the District was 
later presented the Illinois Association of Park District’s Power in the Parks award (see 
Awards section).

The Bloomingdale Park District fiscal year begins on June 1st of each year and ends 
on May 31st. The revenues and expenditures charts below reflect those dates. Due to 
printing deadlines and timing, other content in this report covers September 1, 2019, 
to September 30, 2020.

The Park District is an award-winning agency dedicated to maintaining and preserving 
the community’s assets, as opposed to building new, while also providing fun, 
affordable, convenient, trendy and safe programming for all.

WHERE RECREATION REVOLVES 
AROUND YOU!

CONTACT US
Johnston Recreation Center   
172 S. Circle Ave.    
Bloomingdale, IL 60108

Office Hours   
Monday-Thursday: 6:30AM-8:30PM 
Friday: 6:30AM-6:30PM  
Saturday: 8AM-1PM  
Sunday: 8:30AM-12PM

Phone: (630) 529-3650   
Email: staff1@bloomingdaleparks.org  
Website: www.bloomingdaleparks.org
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BY THE NUMBERS

SEEING THE GREEN
• 1,696 total trees in the Bloomingdale Park District as documented by Great Lakes Urban Forestry 

Management. 
 o Total tree inventory includes 88 species (up 12% from 2016)
 o 25 trees are memorial trees (trees purchased/donated by the public).
 o Most common species are white pine (118) and honey locust (93).
 o Total diameter of all BPD trees is 18,933 inches (1,577.75 feet)
 o Total canopy volume is 17,603,189 cubic feet.

• 357 trees removed because of various reasons from 2016-2020 (many because of the Emerald Ash 
Borer).

• 92 new plantings documented in the past four years.

•  Two acres of managed natural areas added at Circle and Westlake parks.

• 198 unique participants enjoyed Kids’ Place and Kindergarten Kids’ 
Place (before- and after-school care programs) in 2019-20.

• Make A Difference Day volunteers replaced over 50 deck boards of 
the wetlands boardwalk in Springfield Park (2019). Additionally, the 
volunteers put in a total of 304 hours of work. 

• *Bloomingdale Athletic Club totaled 220 football players and 104 
cheerleaders in Fall 2019.

• *Bloomingdale Baseball & Softball Association had 65 participants 
compete in 2019 Fall Ball and 140 in 2020. Also, 77 players took the 
diamond for travel teams in 2020.

• *Bloomingdale Lightning Football Club travel soccer program had 
148 participants in Fall 2019. For Fall 2020, the group totaled 158 
registrations for training and scrimmages.

• The Bloomingdale Beamers gymnastics team enjoyed their first year 
back at home in the Johnston Recreation Center. The 29-member 
team flipped and jumped their way to a successful season in 2019-20 
before the onset of COVID-19.

• 152 basketballers hooped in YBA In-House play in 2020, while 76 
competed for Travel (overall 2% increase in participation compared 
to 2019).

• March through June, the District offered 50+ virtual programs 
and activities for at-home participation. Programming included 
cooking videos, scavenger hunts, boredom busters, dance classes, 
yoga sessions, line dancing, piano lessons, Zumba classes and 
many more.

• With the Museum’s 37th Annual Student Art Show cancelled 
because of the pandemic, a Virtual Student Art Show showcased 
the area’s young scholars’ work via the Park District’s Facebook 
page.

• With many children’s birthday parties being cancelled in March, 
April and May, the District held a virtual raffle for a birthday basket 
on Facebook. The contest garnered 90+ participants.

• 100 Bloomingdale Moms were honored for Mother’s Day in May 
2020 with a drive-thru event where each mother received a flower, 
decorated cookie and craft project for parent and child.

Bloomingdale Parks Foundation
• Approximately 1,000 pounds of food 

was donated by the Bloomingdale 
Parks Foundation to the Bloomingdale 
Township Food Pantry in August 2020. 

• The Foundation collected $2,053 in 
donations at the Annual Holiday Gift 
Wrap held at Stratford Square Mall December 20-24, 2019.

• Foundation members raised $1,000 via their annual Lou Malnati’s 
pizza voucher sale in Fall 2019.

• The Foundation’s Annual Sunrise Shuffle 5K amassed $5,620 in 
gross revenue via sponsorships and runner race fees in 2019.

• Even a pandemic couldn’t stop Summer Day Camp. Camp Escape 
was designed with all safety precautions and mandated guidance 
in place to keep campers busy throughout the summer months 
while in a safe environment. Over 50 campers participated.  

• Camp on the Go! was another option for families who preferred 
to have the camp experience from the safety of their own home. 
Weekly On the Go activities were picked up or delivered for a one-
of-a-kind at home experience.

• 130 cars pulled up for one of three featured flicks at the Drive-In 
Movies held at Stratford Middle School this past Summer.

• Despite class sizes being limited to 10-15 kids (depending on the 
room), Little Acorn Academy, the District’s preschool program, 
nearly maxed out with 75 participants in Fall 2020. Additionally, 13 
students participated in the Little Acorns at Home option.

• 150 soccer players took to the pitch in Fall 2020 despite strict 
guidelines because of COVID-19.

*The Bloomingdale Athletic Club, Bloomingdale Baseball & Softball 
Association, and Bloomingdale Lightning FC are affiliate groups and 
are separate organizations from the Park District. The Park District works 
cooperatively with these organizations to provide and maintain fields and 
facilities.



AWARDS, HONORS & MORE
Mike Vogl
Bloomingdale Park Board Commissioner Mike Vogl was appointed Chairman-Elect of the Illinois Association 
of Park Districts’ (IAPD) Board of Trustees in March. Vogl was appointed as IAPD’s Sergeant-at-Arms in 2016 
and was elected to the IAPD board the following year. As Chairman-Elect, he will assist the association with 
its mission of advancing Illinois park districts, forest preserves, conservation, recreation and special recreation 
agencies in their ability to preserve natural resources and improve the quality of life for all people in Illinois. He 
will work with the 18-member board to advise the association in providing service, research and educational 
programs to its membership of 360 park, recreation and conservation agencies and nearly 100 affiliated 
business partners.  

Josh Hendricks
Bloomingdale Park District Director of Marketing & Communications Josh Hendricks was presented with the 
Illinois Park & Recreation Association Communications & Marketing Section Distinguished Member award at 
the 2020 IAPD/IPRA Soaring to New Heights Conference held January 22-25 at the Chicago Hyatt Regency. 
Additionally, Hendricks received the John C. Potts Leadership Development Scholarship from the American 
Academy for Park & Recreation Administration in July to attend the 2021 National Park & Recreation Association 

Directors School. 

GFOA Award
In April 2020, the finance department’s comprehensive annual financial report was awarded the Certificate of 
Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting by the Government Finance Officers Association of the United 
States and Canada (GFOA) for the eighth straight year.

Best of the Best
In September 2020, the Illinois Association of Park Districts (IAPD) announced the Bloomingdale Park District as 
winner of the Power of the Parks Award for its innovative and insightful ways to pivot its programs, events and 

services to best meet the needs of residents in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

In a special board meeting held April 13, 2020, the Bloomingdale Park District announced Joe Potts 
as its new executive director. Potts previously served as Bloomingdale Park District’s director of 
parks and planning since 2012.  

“I am very grateful to the Bloomingdale Park District Board of Commissioners for entrusting 
me with this great challenge and opportunity,” said Potts. “We are immediately faced with 
unprecedented challenges related to the health and safety of our Park District patrons. Our board 
and staff are capable and ready to lead our community with traditional recreation services as soon 
as we are able to safely and responsibly do so.”  

Potts has over 27 years of combined experience working for Illinois park districts and non-profit 
organizations in North Carolina.

Prior to Bloomingdale, Potts worked at Blue Ridge Conservancy in Boone, N.C., serving in roles of 
director of development and communications (2011-2012) and deputy director of land protection 
(2008-2011). From 2003-2008, Potts was executive director at Alleghany Wellness Center in Sparta, 
N.C. 

Potts earned his bachelor’s degree in management at Southern Illinois University – Carbondale 
and his master’s degree in leisure studies at the University of Illinois – Champaign-Urbana.     

He resides in Itasca with his wife, Dr. Lori Potts, a doctor of veterinary medicine, and two children: 
Lily, age 11, and John, age 6.


