
Minutes 
Bloomingdale Park District 

Board of Commissioners Meeting 
April 18, 2022 

Johnston Recreation Center and Via Zoom Video Conference 
 
 
 
Opening Statement 
At 7:00 p.m., President Andre Burke recited the following statement related to meeting 
virtually during COVID-19: 
 
This meeting will be conducted by video conference and in person possibly without a 
physically present quorum of the Bloomingdale Park District Board of Commissioners 
because of a disaster declaration related to COVID-19 public health concerns affecting 
the jurisdiction of the Park District. The President of the Board of Commissioners has 
determined that an in-person meeting at the JRC with all participants may not be practical 
or prudent because of the disaster. Commissioners, the Executive Director, staff, and 
chief legal counsel may not all be physically present at the JRC, due to the disaster. 
Physical public attendance at the JRC may be limited or not feasible, so alternative 
arrangements for public access to hear the meeting are available here (on Zoom). This 
meeting is also audio and video recorded and made available to the public, as provided 
by law. All votes will be by roll call. The public has submitted questions in advance to 
Jackie. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
The Board, staff, and visitors recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Call to Order  
The Regular Meeting of the Bloomingdale Park District Board of Commissioners was 
called to order by President Burke at 7:03 p.m. In attendance were Commissioners Buzz 
Puccio, Jerry Marshall, Karen Johns, Mike Vogl, and Andre Burke, and staff members 
Joe Potts, Jennifer Vale, Sandy Vangundy, Lonna Converso, Mesha Hadzic, and Jackie 
Tithof Steere. 
 
(Commissioners were able to hear and see one another as well as the staff.) 
 
Recognition of Visitors 
The Board welcomed Corben Sadowski from Links Technology, who was present to 
address technical issues during the meeting, if necessary; former Commissioners Gerry 
McGreevy Pistorio and Lori Noonan Vogl and former Parks Foundation Member Ann 
Nebel, who were in attendance to support Commissioner Johns at her last Board Meeting; 
and Gerace Olson, who was observing the meeting as a member of the public interested 
in becoming a Board Member. 
 
 



 
 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Commissioner Johns moved, seconded by Commissioner Vogl, to approve the minutes 
of the March 21, 2022, meeting as presented. On roll call vote the motion was 
approved 5-0. 
  Aye:  Johns, Vogl, Puccio, Marshall, Burke 
  Nay:  None 
  Absent: None 
 
Staff Reports 
The Board and staff discussed staffing concerns. The Park District is experiencing 
difficulties hiring seasonal and part-time employees. Full-time employees may have to fill 
some roles if necessary. Staff is hoping hiring numbers improve.  
 
At this point, the Board created Item 8B, Proclamation for Commissioner Karen Johns, 
and moved that up to the top of the agenda. 
 
Other Items to be Brought Before the Board 
Retirement of Commissioner Karen Johns 
The Board and staff addressed the retirement of Commissioner Karen Johns. She leaves  
behind a legacy she can be proud of, with gratitude from the residents of Bloomingdale 
as well as the Park District staff and Board. Executive Director Potts read aloud a 
Proclamation from Bloomingdale’s Mayor, Franco Coladipietro, to Commissioner Johns 
(attached). In the Commissioner’s honor, the Park District will install a bench with bronze 
plaque in the park of her choice, plant a tree of her choice, and receive a gold leaf on the 
Tree of Giving. 
 
Commissioner Johns expressed her appreciation for the District’s gifts, which afford her 
family a permanent place in Bloomingdale, and her adoration of Bloomingdale, recreation, 
and the Park District staff. She thanked specifically Sandy Vangundy, who first introduced 
her to the world of parks and recreation with her can-do, positive, make-it-happen attitude. 
Commissioner Johns served in her capacity for 21 years and attended her last meeting 
as a Board Member on April 18, 2022. 
 
New Business 
Presentation of FY 2022-2023 Budget Draft 
Staff presented the draft of FY 2022-2023 Budget, beginning with a review of the current 
Fiscal Year ‘21-‘22, which is emerging better than expected. The budgeted net loss was 
$602,612, and the expected net gain is $1,001,551 due to conservative budgeting, 
increased program revenues, House Bill 64 capital project deferral, and a reigning in of 
expenses by staff. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Highlights of next year’s budget included: operating revenues exceeding operating 
expenditures, which will provide funds for capital projects; key operational changes 
involving attracting and retaining staff, outsourcing HR and payroll services, and changes 
in positions for some key staff; the corporate fund’s increase in revenues and increase in 
expenses due to increases in insurance and benefits, utilities, building and landscape, 
and salaries; and the recreations fund’s total revenue projection of $2,373.532 and total 
budgeted expenditures of $2,614,858 due to salaries, minimum wage adjustments, and 
supply costs. 
 
Additional highlights included an increase in program revenue from adult fitness; 
reallocation of property taxes from minor funds to the corporate fund; another reduction 
in the IMRF rate for an approximate annual savings of $23,250; capital project 
expenditures of $1,592,922 covering computer replacements, a pool timing system, and 
park upgrades - funded by fund balances, bond proceeds, an operating transfer from the 
corporate fund, WDSRA, an OSLAD grant, and House Bill 64 or similar grant funds; debt 
details; and a continued commitment to healthy fund balances, maintaining capital assets, 
and pursuing capital projects as needed and as program revenues permit. 
 
The Board thanked the Director of Finance for her work on the budget and complimented 
her on a nice presentation. 
 
Other Items to be Brought Before the Board, Continued 
Cancellation of June 6, 2022, Board Meeting 
A discussion was held on the need to hold a scheduled Board Meeting on June 6, 2022. 
It was determined there was a lack of business to be conducted during the meeting and 
a need instead for staff to attend and hold an annual training at the Johnston Recreation 
Center on that evening. 
 
Commissioner Johns moved, seconded by Commissioner Marshall, to cancel the June 6, 
2022, Board Meeting. On roll call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 
  Aye:  Johns, Marshall, Puccio, Vogl, Burke 
  Nay:  None 
  Absent: None 
 
Acceptance of Financial Reports 
Commissioner Johns moved, seconded by Commissioner Vogl, to accept the Financial 
Reports dated March 2022. On roll call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 

  Aye:  Johns, Vogl, Puccio, Marshall, Burke 
  Nay:  None 
  Absent: None 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Approval of Directive to Pay 
Commissioner Johns moved, seconded by Commissioner Marshall, to approve the 
Directive to Pay dated April 18, 2022. On roll call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 

  Aye:  Johns, Marshall, Puccio, Vogl, Burke 
  Nay:  None 
  Absent: None 

 
Executive Session 
Commissioner Johns moved, seconded by Commissioner Vogl, to enter into Executive 
Session at 8:08 p.m. On roll call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 
  Aye:  Johns, Vogl, Puccio, Marshall, Burke 
  Nay:  None 
  Absent: None 
 
(All staff and visitors not attending the Executive Session were excused and left the 
meeting at 8:09 p.m. Executive Session began at 8:14 p.m. following a short recess.) 
 
Rise from Executive Session 
Commissioner Johns moved, seconded by Commissioner Vogl, to rise from Executive 
Session at 8:17 p.m.  On roll call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 
  Aye:  Johns, Vogl, Puccio, Marshall, Burke  
  Nay:  None 
  Absent: None 
 
Regular Meeting, Resumed 
The Regular Meeting of the Bloomingdale Park District Board of Commissioners was 
called back into session by President Burke at 8:17 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
In attendance were Commissioners Buzz Puccio, Jerry Marshall, Karen Johns, Mike Vogl, 
and Andre Burke and Executive Director Joe Potts, staff member Jackie Tithof Steere, 
and IT consultant Corbin Sadowski. 
 
(The Executive Session was conducted to review Executive Session minutes and tapes.) 
 
 
Other Items to be Brought Before the Board, Continued 
Approval of Resolution No. 2022-03: Review of Closed Session Minutes and Tapes 
During Executive Session, the Board discussed the destruction of  Executive Session 
tapes from April 20, 2020, and August 24, 2020, and the approval/retention of Executive 
Session minutes from April 14, 1986; July 14, 1986; August 4, 5, 6, and 7, 1987; January 
20, 1992; January 19, 1998; July 22, 2013; May 20, 2019; February 15, 2021; April 19, 
2021; May 17, 2021; September 20, 2021; and October 18, 2021. 
 



 
 
Commissioner Vogl moved, seconded by Commissioner Johns, to approve Resolution No. 
2022-03: A Resolution Authorizing Release of Certain Closed Session Minutes and 
Tapes. On roll call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 
  Aye:  Vogl, Johns, Puccio, Marshall, Burke 
  Nay:  None 
  Absent: None 
 
Adjournment 
Commissioner Johns moved, seconded by Commissioner Vogl, to adjourn the meeting 
at 8:18 p.m. On roll call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 
  Aye:  Johns, Vogl, Puccio, Marshall, Burke 
  Nay:  None 
  Absent: None 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Joe Potts 
Board Secretary 
  



 


