
Minutes 
Bloomingdale Park District 

Board of Commissioners Meeting 
May 15, 2023 

Johnston Recreation Center 
 
 

Call to Order  
The Regular Meeting of the Bloomingdale Park District Board (BPD) of Commissioners 
was called to order by President Burke at 7:00 p.m. In attendance were Commissioners 
Buzz Puccio, Jerry Marshall, Gerace Olson, Frank Saverino, and Andre Burke, and staff 
members Joe Potts, Jennifer Vale, Sandy Vangundy, Lonna Converso, Mesha Hadzic, 
and Jackie Tithof Steere.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
The Board and staff recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Commissioner Marshall moved, seconded by Commissioner Puccio, to approve the 
minutes of the April 17, 2023, meeting as presented. On roll call vote the motion was 
approved 5-0. 
  Aye:  Marshall, Puccio, Olson, Saverino, Burke 
  Nay:  None 
  Absent: None 
 
A discussion was held on the discontinuation of a roll call vote to approve minutes in the 
absence of a COVID-19 emergency order and the proposal of using a consent agenda, 
allowing one motion to approve a list of agenda items to be more efficient. Executive 
Director Potts was asked to confer with legal counsel on the guidelines and potential 
problems associated with consent agendas for discussion at next month’s meeting. 
 
Staff Reports 
There was no commentary on staff reports from the Board. 
 
Recognition of Visitors 
There were no visitors in attendance. 
 
Old Business 
Approval of FY 23-24 Annual Budget 
Staff addressed the minimal changes – involving Preschool, score boards, and the 
Stratford Park OSLAD project – to the budget since the last draft version presented to 
the Board at the April 17, 2023, Board Meeting. 
 
Commissioner Puccio moved, seconded by Commissioner Marshall, to approve the 
Fiscal Year 2023-2024 Annual Budget. On roll call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 
  Aye:  Puccio, Marshall, Olson, Saverino, Burke 
  Nay:  None 
  Absent: None 



 
 
New Business 
Oath of Office – Gerace Olson, Frank Saverino, and Jerry Marshall 
President Burke swore in and welcomed aboard Commissioner Gerace Olson, who was 
elected to complete the final two years of the six-year term of former Commissioner 
Karen Johns, who retired early (April 30, 2022) from the Board, and Commissioner 
Frank Saverino, who was elected to a new six-year term on the Park Board. 
Commissioner Jerry Marshall, re-elected to another six-year term on the Board, was 
also sworn in by President Burke. DuPage County’s Consolidated General Election was 
held April 4, 2023. 
 
Approval of Ordinance No. 2023-02: Surplus Property Disposal 
Staff informed the Board of the need to dispose of Chrome Books that are too 
complicated for kids and desks that were purchased to distance children during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The technology items and matching charging cart have already 
been offered to District 13. 
 
Commissioner Puccio moved, seconded by Commissioner Saverino, to approve 
Ordinance No. 2023-02: An Ordinance Declaring Certain Park District Personal 
Property as Surplus and Authorizing the Sale or Disposal. On roll call vote the motion 
was approved 5-0. 
  Aye:  Puccio, Saverino, Marshall, Olson, Burke 
  Nay:  None 
  Absent: None 
 
Approval of Resolution No. 2023-02: Committee on Local Government Efficiency 
The Board identified who will sit on the mandatory Committee for Local Government 
Efficiency: Andre Burke, President; Jerry Marshall, Vice President; Buzz Puccio, 
Commissioner; Gerace Olson, Commissioner; Frank Saverino, Commissioner; Michael 
Hovde, Jr., Resident; Rick Tayfel, Resident; and Joe Potts, Executive Director. The 
Committee will use a template provided by the Illinois Association of Park Districts as a 
guide for its required report. The Board believes the District’s extensive collaboration 
with other local agencies will provide much material for the report. 
 
Commissioner Puccio moved, seconded by Commissioner Olson, to approve 
Resolution No. 2023-02: A Resolution Forming a Committee on Local Government 
Efficiency. On roll call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 
  Aye:  Puccio, Olson, Marshall, Saverino, Burke 
  Nay:  None 
  Absent: None 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Other Items to Be Brought Before the Board 
Discussion of Park Tour 
Commissioner Saverino suggested a program inviting elected officials (state, county, 
and water commission) to tour BPD parks and obtain a firsthand view of the benefits of 
funds received from grants, such as the Open Space Lands Acquisition and 
Development Grant (OSLAD). The Board discussed the best way to format and 
schedule such an event and invite and thank the elected officials involved. 
 
Also considered were the good condition yet remaining needs of BPD parks, extending 
the invitation to families of elected officials, creating a one-page fact sheet of technical 
facts and drainage, Stratford Mall plans, and the potential availability of stormwater 
management funds. Staff will draft an invitation letter with a proposed time and date. 
 
Additional Items for the Board 
Discussion on Potential Time Change for Board Meetings 
Commissioners and staff discussed potentially moving the meeting time of the Board of 
Commissioners from 7 p.m. to 6 p.m. or 6:30 p.m. Changing the meeting time will affect 
the Bloomindale Parks Foundation meetings, which immediately precede the Board of 
Commissioners Meetings. Staff will investigate this possibility and report back to 
the Board. 
 
Other Items for the Board 
Capital Projects Submitted to Rep. Blair-Sherlock for Potential Funding 
Executive Director Potts notified the Board of a phone call today from Representative 
Blair-Sherlock’s office. The Representative’s office requested a list of shovel-ready 
capital projects for potential funding. In short order, staff prepared and submitted a list of 
projects ranging in value – some at full cost, some at partial cost. No additional 
information regarding a timeline or funding amount was given.  
 
Legislative Conference Material Available 
Attendees of the 2023 Legislative Conference in Springfield received educational 
material, including details of which of thousands of legislative bills affect park districts, 
and are willing to share with those who did not attend. Another set of materials can also 
be purchased for those interested.  
 
Acceptance of Financial Reports 
Commissioner Marshall moved, seconded by Commissioner Olson, to accept the 
Financial Reports dated April 2023. On roll call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 

  Aye:  Marshall, Olson, Puccio. Saverino, Burke 
  Nay:  None 
  Absent: None 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Approval of Directive to Pay 
Commissioner Saverino moved, seconded by Commissioner Olson, to approve the 
Directive to Pay dated May 15, 2023. On roll call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 

  Aye:  Saverino, Olson, Marshall, Puccio, Burke 
  Nay:  None 
  Absent: None 

 
Executive Session 
It was determined there was a need to enter into Executive Session for reasons falling 
under the following exemptions: (5 ILCS, Par. 120/2(c)(1)) Personnel, (5 ILCS, Par. 
120/2(c)(11)) Pending or Imminent Litigation, (5 ILCS, Par. 120/2(c)(21)) Closed 
Session Minutes Review, and (5 ILCS, Par. 120/2.06) Written and Recorded Minutes. 
 
Commissioner Puccio moved, seconded by Commissioner Marshall, to enter into 
Executive Session at 8:02 p.m. On roll call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 
  Aye:  Puccio, Marshall, Olson, Saverino, Burke 
  Nay:  None 
  Absent: None 
 
(Staff not required to attend Executive Session were excused and left the meeting at 
8:02 p.m.) 
 
Rise from Executive Session 
Commissioner Puccio moved, seconded by Commissioner Marshall, to rise from 
Executive Session at 8:10 p.m. to vote on Resolution No. 2023-01: A Resolution 
Authorizing Release of Certain Closed Session Minutes and Tapes. On roll call vote the 
motion was approved 5-0. 
  Aye:  Puccio, Marshall, Olson, Saverino, Burke  
  Nay:  None 
  Absent: None 
 
Regular Meeting, Resumed 
The Regular Meeting of the Bloomingdale Park District Board of Commissioners was 
called back into session by President Burke at 8:11 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
In attendance were Commissioners Buzz Puccio, Jerry Marshall, Gerace Olson, Frank 
Saverino, and Andre Burke and staff member Jackie Tithof Steere and Executive 
Director Potts. 
 
(The first portion of the Executive Session was conducted to discuss (5 ILCS, Par. 
120/2(c)(21)) Closed Session Minutes Review, and (5 ILCS, Par. 120/2.06) Written and 
Recorded Minutes.) 
 
 
 



New Business, Continued 
Approval of Resolution No. 2023-01: Closed Session Minutes and Tapes 
During Executive Session, the Board discussed the approval and release of Executive 
Session minutes – October 17, 2022 –  the destruction of Executive Session tapes 
and/or video – April 19, 2021; May 17, 2021; September 20, 2021; and October 18, 
2021 – the approval and retention of the January 23, 2023, minutes – and the retention 
of Executive Session previously sealed minutes from April 14, 1986; July 14, 1986; 
August 4-7, 1987; January 20, 1992; January 19, 1998; July 22, 2013; May 20, 2019; 
February 15, 2021; April 19, 2021; May 17, 2021; September 20, 2021; October 18, 
2021; May 16, 2022; and August 15, 2022. 
 
Commissioner Marshall moved, seconded by Commissioner Puccio, to approve 
Resolution No. 2023-01: A Resolution Authorizing Release of Certain Closed Session 
Minutes and Tapes. On roll call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 
  Aye:  Marshall, Puccio, Olson, Saverino, Burke 
  Nay:  None 
  Absent: None 
 
(Jackie left the meeting at 8:12 p.m.) 
 
Executive Session 
It was determined there was a need to enter back into Executive Session for reasons 
falling under the following exemptions: (5 ILCS, Par. 120/2(c)(1)) Personnel. 
 
Commissioner Puccio moved, seconded by Commissioner Marshall, to enter into 
Executive Session at approximately 8:15 p.m. On roll call vote the motion was 
approved 5-0. 
  Aye:  Puccio, Marshall, Olson, Saverino, Burke 
  Nay:  None 
  Absent: None 
 
Rise from Executive Session 
Commissioner Saverino moved, seconded by Commissioner Olson, to rise from 
Executive Session at approximately 8:35 p.m. On roll call vote the motion was 
approved 5-0. 
  Aye:  Saverino, Olson, Puccio, Marshall, Burke  
  Nay:  None 
  Absent: None 
 
Regular Meeting, Resumed 
The Regular Meeting of the Bloomingdale Park District Board of Commissioners was 
called back into session by President Burke at approximately 8:36 p.m. 
 
 
 
 



Roll Call 
In attendance were Commissioners Buzz Puccio, Jerry Marshall, Gerace Olson, Frank 
Saverino, and Andre Burke and Executive Director Potts. 
 
(The second portion of the Executive Session was conducted to discuss (5 ILCS, Par. 
120/2(c)(1)) Personnel.) 
 
Adjournment 
Commissioner Puccio moved, seconded by Commissioner Saverino, to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:37 p.m. On roll call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 
  Aye:  Puccio, Saverino, Olson, Marshall, Burke 
  Nay:  None 
  Absent: None 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Joe Potts 
Board Secretary 
 


