
 
Minutes 

Board of Commissioners Regular Meeting 
 December 18, 2023, 6:45 P.M. 
 Johnston Recreation Center 

 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
The Board and staff recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Call to Order  
The Regular Meeting of the Bloomingdale Park District Board (BPD) of Commissioners 
was called to order by President Burke at 6:47 p.m. In attendance were Commissioners 
Buzz Puccio, Jerry Marshall, Gerace Olson, Frank Saverino, and Andre Burke, and staff 
members Joe Potts, Lonna Converso, Jennifer Vale, Sandy Vangundy, Mark Goode, 
and Jackie Tithof Steere. 
 
Recognition of Visitors 
There were no visitors in attendance. 
 
Consent Agenda 
Commissioner Marshall moved, seconded by Commissioner Olson, to establish the 
Consent Agenda. On voice vote the motion was approved 5-0. 
 
The following Consent Agenda items were considered by the Park District to be routine 
and were enacted in one motion with no separate discussion. 

A. Approval of Minutes – November 20, 2023 
B. Acceptance of Financial Reports – November 2023 
C. Approval of Directive to Pay – December 18, 2023 

 
Commissioner Puccio moved, seconded by Commissioner Saverino, to approve the 
Consent Agenda of the December 18, 2023, meeting as presented. On roll call vote the 
motion was approved 5-0. 
  Aye:  Puccio, Saverino, Marshall, Olson, Burke 
  Nay:  None 
  Absent: None 
 
New Business 
Approval of Ordinance No. 2023-06: Tax Levy 
The Tax Levy Resolution was previously presented to the Board. The Ordinance will be 
filed with the County by the last Tuesday in December. The Board thanked the Director 
of Finance for her work on the levy, which was within the 5% cap as expected. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Commissioner Puccio moved, seconded by Commissioner Saverino, to approve 
Ordinance 2023-06: An Ordinance Levying the Taxes of the Bloomingdale Park District 
For the Fiscal Year Beginning June 1, 2024, and Ending on May 31, 2025. On roll call 
vote the motion was approved 5-0. 
  Aye:  Puccio, Saverino, Marshall, Olson, Burke 
  Nay:  None 

 Absent: None 
 
Approval of Resolution No. 2023-08: Family Bereavement Leave  
The draft of the update to the Family Bereavement Leave Policy was previously 
reviewed by the Board at the November meeting. 
 
Commissioner Olson moved, seconded by Commissioner Saverino, to approve 
Resolution 2023-08: A Resolution Updating the Family Bereavement Leave Policy. On 
roll call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 
  Aye:  Olson, Saverino, Puccio, Marshall, Burke 
  Nay:  None 

 Absent: None 
 
Approval of Resolution No. 2023-09: Updated Blood, Organ Donation Leave Policy 
The Board had no further comments on the policy update, which was presented in draft 
format at the November Board Meeting. 
 
Commissioner Marshall moved, seconded by Commissioner Saverino, to approve 
Resolution 2023-09: A Resolution Updating the Employee Blood and Organ Donation 
Leave Policy. On roll call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 
  Aye:  Marshall, Saverino, Puccio, Olson, Burke 
  Nay:  None 

 Absent: None 
 
Approval of Resolution No. 2023-10: VESSA Update 
Updates to the Victims’ Economic Security and Safety Act Policy were presented in 
draft format to the Board at its November meeting. No additions have been made since 
that time. 
 
Commissioner Saverino moved, seconded by Commissioner Puccio, to approve 
Resolution 2023-10: A Resolution Updating the Victims’ Economic Security and Safety 
Act (VESSA) Policy. On roll call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 
  Aye:  Saverino, Puccio, Marshall, Olson, Burke 
  Nay:  None 

  Absent: None 
 
 
 



 
 
Approval of BAA Silent Auction at Museum Request 
The Board received an annual request from the Bloomingdale Artists Association (BAA) 
to hold its silent auction during the Spring Art Show at the BPD Museum. Money raised 
during the event will be put toward the organization’s art scholarship fund. 
 
Commissioner Olson moved, seconded by Commissioner Saverino, to approve the 
BAA’s request to hold its silent auction reception at the BPD Museum. On roll call vote 
the motion was approved 5-0. 
  Aye:  Olson, Saverino, Puccio, Marshall, Burke 
  Nay:  None 
  Absent: None 
 
Other Items to be Brought Before the Board 
Discussion of Lighting in Parks and Artificial Turf 
Executive Director Potts apprised the Board of his meeting with soccer groups who are 
in favor of incorporating artificial turf into outdoor fields. The Board and staff discussed 
the pros and cons of such an investment, including rental possibilities; approximate 
costs for two to four field conversions; potential partnerships with soccer, lacrosse, and 
football groups; lighting; maintenance (current and future); and its low priority level to 
the entire community, according to the recent community survey. 
 
Due to recent inquiries from the public, the Board revisited the topic of adding lighting to 
parks. It was determined that lights in the parks are typically not favored by neighbor 
residents or the Police Department, are cost prohibitive, and in solar format can be 
prone to vandalism. Staff added that risk comes with lighting parks and that most park 
districts close at dusk. Philosophically, the Board maintains its opposition to lighting in 
the parks. 
 
Staff Reports 
The Board commended the Director of Recreation on a job well done with the Festival 
of Lights (FOL) tree lighting ceremony and the Director of Parks and Planning for his 
work with the snow machines. A FOL follow-up meeting will be held in January – the 
Board was asked to pass along suggestions for changes. Staff will recommend not 
using the shuttle again. When to begin holiday lighting next year was discussed as was 
the opening up of the B-Fit Center to 14-15 year olds sans a parent following training.  
 
Executive Session 
Commissioner Puccio moved, seconded by Commissioner Marshall, to not enter into 
Executive Session. On roll call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 
  Aye:  Puccio, Marshall, Olson, Saverino, Burke 
  Nay:  None 
  Absent: None 
 
 



 
Adjournment 
Commissioner Marshall moved, seconded by Commissioner Olson, to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:24 p.m. On roll call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 
  Aye:  Marshall, Olson, Puccio, Saverino, Burke 
  Nay:  None 
  Absent: None 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Joe Potts 
Board Secretary 


