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Photos are examples of species observed at Springfield Park Wetland 

                         





The following report will discuss 2014 stewardship efforts and practices 

and recommendations for the continual restoration of Springfield Park 

Wetland in 2015. 

3/31/14 Springfield Park Wetland received a prescribed burn to 

management area A. The main goal of the burn was to remove older 

vegetation and expose the large population of Phalaris arundinacea (Reed 

Canary grass) for herbicide treatments. The burn was also implemented to 

damage cool season noxious weed populations such as Cirsium arvense 

(Canada thistle), Dipascus fullonum (Common teasel), and Coronilla 

varia (Crown vetch). It was estimated that 85% of Management area “A” 

was consumed by the fire and all ecological burn goals were met. 

Pizzo and Associates, LTD late spring/early summer stewardship visits 

were predominately herbicide treatment based. Reed canary grass was the 

main focus in April and May. A 3% Clethodim solution was utilized on 

this invasive. Additional major invasive and noxious weed species treated 

during this time period include 

  Cirsium arvense ( Canada thistle) 

  Rumex crispella ( Curly dock) 

  Coronilla varia ( Crown vetch) 

  Alliaria petiolata ( Garlic mustard) 

  Pastinaca sativa (Wild parsnip) 

Stewardship visits during the summer months (June, July, and August) 

focused heavily on shoreline invasive species. A solution of 5-7% 

Glyphosate and a 1.5-3% solution of Tahoe 3A were utilized. Species that 

received treatment include 

  Lythrum salicaria ( Purple loosestrife) 

  Typha angustifolia ( Narrow leaf cattail) 

  Phragmites australis ( Common reed grass)                                     



  Melilotus officinalis ( Yellow sweet clover) upland invasive 

  Melilotus alba ( White sweet clover) upland invasive 

  Lotus corniculatus ( Birds-foot trefoil) limited presence 

 

Fall (September and October) invasive control reverted back to spring 

species and follow up treatments to Phragmites and Cattails. Seed 

collection and dispersal from Native plants was also practiced. A large 

successful volunteer day was greatly beneficial in Management Area “A” 

for seed collection/dispersal and woody removals by Bloomingdale Park 

District Park staff. Morus Alba (White mulberry), Gledista triacanthos 

(Honey locust), and Rhamnus cathartica (Common buckthorn) was the 

predominant tree species removed. 

 

2015 PRIORITY STEWARDSHIP AND RESTORATION MAP. 

This portion will discuss locations identified on the attached 

corresponding map. These would be the main focus for restoration efforts 

in 2015. 

 Area “A”- This particular area was inundated with Phragmites 

australis and Typha angustifolia in 2014. Pizzo and Associates, LTD 

staff treated this location with a 7% solution of Aquaneat.  In 2015 it 

is recommended that follow up herbicide treatments be applied to 

these invasive species. The Boardwalk path that exists in this area 

provides the best location for park patrons to interact with the 

wetland and once invasive plants are controlled. Area “A” would be 

a prime location to begin the re-introduction of native wetland 

species. 

 Areas “B”- Pizzo and Associates, LTD crews have been successful 

eliminating 90% of the invasive/noxious weed species that once 



dominated the area. By fall of 2015 Area “B” would greatly benefit 

from an enhancement seeding or plug installation of native species. 

Due to proximity of the multi-use trail and high resident visibility a 

native seed and plug mix that emphasized more on color is 

suggested. Tree species such as Morus Alba (white mulberry) and 

Rhamnus cathartica (Common buckthorn) along with Sambucus 

Canadensis (Elderberry) could be either removed or thinned. 

 Areas “C” - These two areas identified in green were heavily infested 

with Coronilla varia (Crown vetch) in 2014. It is recommended 

during the growing season of 2015 that continual monitoring and 

herbicide treatments be applied followed by a plug or seed 

enhancement in the fall of 2015. 

 Area “D” - The heavy infestation of Phragmites australis and Typha 

angustifolia received an initial herbicide treatment in August of 

2014. Follow up treatments were applied until late October of 2014. 

In 2015 it is recommended that Area D continue to receive 

monitoring and herbicide applications to achieve maximum control 

of Narrow leaf cattail and Phragmites populations. This would allow 

for the possibility of introducing a more diverse wetland plant 

community in 2016. 

 Area “E” – Pizzo and Associates, LTD did not perform any work in 

this area during 2014; however it would likely be the next phase of 

restoration to the wetland community. The majority of this defined 

location is inhabited by clusters of dense shrub growth which would 

benefit from selective clearing and thinning. This is a process that 

could be started in the winter of 2015 by Bloomingdale Park District 

staff if elected. One of the main species that is recommended for 

removal will be all Rhamnus cathartica and frangula (common and 

glossy buckthorn). There are some locations where these invasives 

are directly competing with desirable native tree species as the 

following photo demonstrates a buckthorn competing with an oak. 



 

                                                                   



 Area “F”- The stewardship efforts in the past few years have 

allowed for a noticeable increase in native forb populations in this 

section. The photo on page 2 of this report will support these 

efforts. Native species seed has been distributed throughout this 

location in 2014 by Pizzo and Associates LTD and volunteers. 

There are several pockets where noxious and invasive weed 

species once existed and would also benefit from a native plug 

enhancement in the spring of 2015. The following noxious weed 

species will be monitored in this location to ensure their return is 

minimal. 

 

 Coronilla varia- Crown vetch 

 Nepeta commonalis- Catmint 

 Cirsium arvense- Canada thistle 

 Arctium  minus- Common Burdock 

  The emergent zone (nearest the wetland) still possesses a fairly 

solid population of Phalaris arundinacea (Reed canary grass) and 

will continue to require herbicide treatments. Overall the reed 

canary population has been greatly reduced in Area F over the past 

two years. 

 PRESCRIBED FIRE 

 

It would be greatly beneficial to the restoration of Springfield 

Park Wetland if an additional prescribed burn were to be 

performed to the entire wetland in the spring of 2015.  This burn 

would allow for a more effective treatment and control of 

Phragmites, Cattails, and Reed canary grass in 2015.      

 

 



  SUGGESTED WOODY REMOVALS IN AREA “E” 

 

The following is a short list of major Tree and shrub species that 

were observed in the late fall in Area E. Only the species that 

require possible attention are listed. Behind each species is the 

recommendation for management if restoration were to begin in 

this location. 

 

 Salix nigra (black willow) – Cut @ ground level and 

herbicide. Less than 1/2'” diameter basal bark treatment. 

 Salix interior (Sandbar willow) – Cut 85% of population @ 

ground level and herbicide. Less than ½” diameter basal 

bark treatment. 

 Sambucus Canadensis (Elderberry) – Cut 75% of 

population @ ground level and herbicide. 

 Rhamnus cathartica and frangula (Buckthorn species) – 

Cut @ ground level and herbicide all. Basal Bark all 

saplings. 

 Fraxinus (Ash species green, white, etc.)- Remove due to 

EAB (Emerald ash borer) infestation. Cut @ ground level 

and herbicide or selective prune for woodpecker snags 

and wildlife habitat. 

 Acer saccharinum (Silver maple) - Prune/thin for 

increased lite penetration and plant health. 

 Alnus glutinosa (European black alder) – Cut 90@ of 

population at ground level and herbicide. Note: Alnus 

rugosa (speckled alder) populations would remain.  

 Morus alba-(White mulberry) - Due to the heavy usage of 

fruits by songbirds it is suggested that mature specimens 



be pruned and thinned for plant health. Younger trees 

shall be cut @ ground level and receive herbicide. 

 Cornus racemosa & stolonifera (Gray and red osier 

dogwood) - Selective pruning to reduce spread. Keep 

existing colonies. 

 Betula Nigra- (River Birch) - The few observed appear to 

be donor trees. Selective pruning and thinning for tree 

health. 

 Malus - (Ornamental crab species) – If the decision to 

proceed with restoration Bloomingdale Park District 

would decide on best management method. 

     Pizzo and Associates, LTD would assist on identifying and 

marking tree and shrub species that require attention if restoration 

were to begin in this location. 

 

 SUMMARY 

 

The Management area designated as Unit “A” of the Springfield 

Park Wetland is well vegetated with diverse native species, with 

approximately 80% coverage by acceptable native species in the 

uplands and 85% in the wetlands. In the management Area 

designated as Unit “B” it is estimated that only 10% of upland is 

covered by acceptable native species and 35% in the wetlands. 

Springfield Park Wetland proves to serve as valuable if not 

critical habitat for local flora and fauna amongst the urban 

environment. The dedication of the Bloomingdale Park District 

to preserve and enhance this ecosystem is appreciated by its 

colleagues and residents. 
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