


















































































































































































































































Recommendations 
Recommendations ......................................................................................... 148 

Introduction ................................................................................................... 148 

Things to Do Now ........................................................................................... 148 

General Recommendations ............................................................................ 150 

Parks .............................................................................................................. 150 

Site Plans ....................................................................................................... 150 

Parking Lots ................................................................................................... 151 

Court Surfaces ............................................................................................... 151 

Trails and Paths .............................................................................................. 152 

Trail Extensions and Expansion ....................................................................... 152 

Play Surfaces .................................................................................................. 153 

Signage .......................................................................................................... 153 

Benches and Site Furnishings ......................................................................... 154 

Turf Management and Landscaping ................................................................ 154 

Design and Construction Details ..................................................................... 155 

Infrastructure ................................................................................................. 156 

Facilities ......................................................................................................... 158 

Existing .......................................................................................................... 158 

Future ............................................................................................................ 158 

Sustainability ................................................................................................. 159 

Capital Asset Replacement Program ............................................................... 160 



















 

156 | P a g e  
 

INFR A ST RU CTU RE  

Many parks within the system serve dual functions as both recreation and 

stormwater management. The Village and the Park District cooperate regarding 

responsibilities for management of these facilities.  There are several areas in 

the parks where storm sewers discharge into either a vegetated swale or paved 

concrete invert. The District should continue to work with the Village to identify 

and correct erosion issues near the discharge points or throughout the 

stormwater conveyance system including shorelines. 

 

 

 

 

2014 Plan Update: 

The Park District plans to initiate discussions with the Village of 

Bloomingdale in the near future.  
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2014 Plan Update: 

In addition to the recommendations in the 2013 Bloomingdale Park 

District Strategic Plan this 2014 Plan Update makes the following 

supplemental recommendations: 

The District’s athletic fields receive significant pressure for both 

practice and competition space. This pressure comes from growing 

outdoor youth athletic organizations including football, soccer, and 

lacrosse.  

One option to expand capacity of the existing athletic fields is the 

renovation or rehabilitation of one or more existing athletic field 

spaces as a synthetic turf field.  

There are several options available to investigate for the development 

of a synthetic field would be a joint venture project with the Lake Park 

High School District #108. Additional options would be to evaluate to 

potential for a synthetic field at Springfield Park or Stratford Park. Both 

of these athletic field complexes currently have lights and have 

significant parking facilities/infrastructure already in place. The 

existing lights would extend the capacity of the fields. 

Additional investigations by the District have identified the need to 

include the sump and drainage pumps at Johnson Recreation Center 

on the Capital Asset Replacement Plan (CARP). The District needs to 

include these pumps, remaining useful life, replacement cost and 

condition to the CARP spreadsheet.  

The District has identified operation and control efficiencies that 

would result from a renovation to the front entrance of the Oasis 

Water Park. The District should consider developing a schematic and 

conceptual plan for the Oasis front entrance to improve the identified 

operational challenges.  
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FACILITIES  

EX IST ING  

The facility evaluation chapter identifies items to be addressed and prioritizes 

them. The priorities are (a.) items that should be addressed first.  Some of these 

items are fairly simple to correct.  Other items may require some planning by 

the Park District on how the solution could be obtained, or how the issue could 

be reduced or improved.  

For the items listed under (b.) and (c.), some of these items may still be solved 

with a simple solution.  Other items may be resolved by switching or eliminating 

functions within the facility.  The Park District will need to evaluate each facility, 

each function, and determine how they would like to ideally operate. 

We recommend a schematic design exercise be undertaken to determine the 

scope of the corrective measures involved for the more complex issues 

identified within each facility.  Only then may some of these more complex items 

find resolution. 

FU TU RE  

The District facilities and current use of space is at a premium.  Throughout the 

public outreach it was expressed the desire for the BPD to have a fitness and 

wellness center.  Given the number of private providers of health and fitness 

clubs either in or within a close proximity to Bloomingdale, we do not feel it is 

warranted for the BPD to undertake the construction of a new facility, it may be 

cost effective for the re-use or repurposing  of current facilities for this purpose. 

It is our recommendation that the BPD investigate the use of existing private 

space at a negotiated BPD beneficial rate to satisfy this need.  Space such as that 

at Stratford Square Mall could provide a benefit to the District, its residents and 

the Mall by bringing in additional foot traffic.  Prior to BPD pursuing any venture 

such as this we recommend the District conduct a targeted user market analysis 

to gauge user interest and commitment. 

2014 Plan Update: 

The District’s 2010 community Needs Assessment identified three 

critical needs facing the Bloomingdale Park District. These three 

needs included 1) an indoor fitness and exercise facility; 2) 

accessibility needs at Johnson Recreation Center (JRC); and, 3) aging 

infrastructure of JRC with many components of JRC beyond their 

recommended useful life. The District should plan for a second 

phase renovation of JRC to address these three identified needs. 
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SUSTAINABILITY  

The Bloomingdale Park District as the resource manager for parks and open 

lands within the District boundaries and has the fiduciary responsibility to 

safeguard the natural environment it manages.  As the District commits to its 

environmental stewardship duties the following recommendations are set forth: 

 The Bloomingdale Park District should establish and adopt a 
sustainability mission statement that guides the District in its planning, 
management, and operation endeavors. 

 The Park District should become the leader in establishing environmental 
policies and initiatives within the community. 

 Form an environmental committee within the District to include 
members of the administrative staff as well as line staff that will be 
responsible for the formation of an environmental policy.  This 
committee should have one Board member as a liaison to the full Board.  

 Use the Illinois Park and Recreation’s environmental committee’s 
“Environmental Report Card” to assess the Districts level of 
environmental stewardship practices. 

 Develop a District wide “Environmental Policy” that is based on the 
Illinois Park and Recreation “Model Environmental Policy” This policy 
should focus on the core elements of purchasing, use of resources, 
energy, waste management, resource planning and management, and 
environmental education. 

  

The environmental policy will confirm the Bloomingdale Park District’s 

commitment to leadership and sound use of the district’s and its resident’s 

resources in a responsible and sound way.  This plan and policy should help the 

District to manage its resources for the long term benefits, reduce dependency 

on non-renewable energy sources, and establish offsetting benefits for 

consumption of resources.  The goals and objectives of the District’s operation 

will be enhanced and benefit fiscally with the establishment of sound green 

practices and policies. 

 

2014 Plan Update: 

The Park District plans to initiate an internal “Green Team” to 

develop policies related to sustainable park management practices 

as recommended in the above section on Sustainability. The 

District’s plan is to utilize existing resources available through the 

Illinois Park and Recreation Association (IPRA) Environmental 

Committee.   
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CAPITAL ASSET REPLACEMENT PROGRAM  

A Capital Replacement Program (CRP) is the first step in attempting to accurately 

project the expenses of maintaining the District’s existing park sites and 

facilities. Replacement schedules are estimated based on the useful-life of the 

improvement.  

The CRP is a management tool for budgetary planning. This tool must be 

updated annually during pre-budget planning to identify specific critical needs 

that should be addressed in the annual budget.  

The CRP is intended to address existing parks and facilities and the funding 

estimated to replace those existing facilities to their original condition. The 

name identifies this plan as a “replacement” plan. It does not address new 

facilities or additions to parks or facilities. It is not intended to be a “Capital 

Improvement” plan.  

It must be noted that this program projects only the expenses, not the revenue 

sources necessary to maintain it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2014 Plan Update: 

The Park District is actively updating and revising the Capital Asset 

Replacement Plan spreadsheet. The updates include removal of 

retired or disposed of assets, updating of costs, projecting 

equipment and asset useful life cycles.  

 




