


































































































































































































































































































APPENDIX: PARK ASSESSMENTS

There are three ball fields (lighted) at Springfield in a tri-plex configuration to fit
the site. The fourth position of the plex configuration is the basketball court
complex. The galvanized chain link fencing backstops and chain link wing fabric
at both fields is in fair-to-good condition. The posts are beginning to corrode
and many of the footings are beginning to heave.

The fencing corrosion is more an aesthetic than functional issue.

The player bench and dugout areas are open and not separated from spectator
seating areas. It is recommended these two functions be separated at fields
where organized league games are played.

Equipment storage boxes that are owned and managed by the local sports
affiliates are adjacent to the fields. They are showing signs of age and rust.

The skinned infields are in fair to good shape, the infield/outfield interface
shows infiltration and migration of the infield mix into the turf outfield and turf
is migrating into the infield mix. This is common.

Spectator seating and player benches are metal. The bieachers and benches are
located on hard surfaces improving which makes maintenance easier.

The turfgrass throughout the park is in fair to good shape. The soccer fields are
irrigated which improves turf quality during the growing season. There are wear
spots in the goal mouth areas. The length of the soccer season does not mesh
with turfgrass maintenance demands making it difficuit to maintain quality turf
in the goal mouth areas.

The remainder of the park turf is in good condition with minor areas being thin
and worn and other areas with broad leaf weed intrusion.

The landscaping is clean with large shrubs and trees. Very few of the trees have
mulched tree rings. The lack of tree rings results in increased mowing times as
large zero-turn radius mowers cannot cut close to the trunks requiring trim
crews to follow with weed whips to trim adjacent to the tree trunks. The tree
trunks show significant damage from string trimmers. Some ash trees show
signs of Emerald Ash Borer and should be monitored or actively managed.

The bank of three basketball courts is lit. The courts are approximately 50x88-ft
in dimension. This is slightly different than either regulation high school {84x50)
or college (94x50) court dimensions. The court surface appears to have been
recently color coated but still show signs of pavement issues. There are cracks
showing pavement distress and base movement, These cracks are in need of
patching to preserve and extend pavement life. The recreational value of the
courts could be expanded by striping using different colors to add four-square,
hop scotch, shuffleboard or other court games to one of the three courts.
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Site furnishings include benches, bleachers for the sports fields, and litter
receptacles. Most are in fair to good condition.

There are several informational and interpretive signs located throughout the
park site. Most of these signs are located along the looped path system near the
wetlands. Many of these signs are posts only and missing the sign placard. The
informational kiosk along the jogging trail shows age and is missing any BPD
marketing information.

Recommendations:

* Playground Areas

o Refresh safety surfacing under play apparatus to required levels
* Signage
o Initiate standardize planting scheme at main park sign
o Develop internal information signage system to identify park
activities, facilities, and events to the general public
o Replace informational kiosks with standardized commercially
available system and maintain regular updates of information
e Pathways
o Initiate pathway maintenance program to sealcoat and fill cracks on
asphalt surfaces to extend pavement life.
o Add mileage or distance markers to loop trail to identify distance

travel with each circuit of the loop

o Parking Lot

o
o}
@]

Initiate parking lot maintenance program

Seal coat parking area

Patch parking lot in areas of alligator cracks to preserve pavement
integrity and expend surface life

Restripe parking spaces to improve parking efficiency and traffic flow
Install appropriate signage and pavement markings to provide
required accessible parking stalls based on current Illinois
Accessibility Code

* Court Surfaces

(o]

O
o]

Initiate court surface maintenance program to resurface and stripe
basketball court

Seal cracks to preserve pavement and extend pavement life
Investigate causes for pavement movement and cracking
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APPENDIX: PARK ASSESSMENTS

Landscaping

(0]

install mulch rings around all trees and consolidate tree rings where
appropriate to reduce mowing challenges and eliminate string
trimmer damage

Provide “gator bags” on newly planted trees to provide extended
tree watering during establishment

Establish naturalized areas south of southerly ball fields to reduce
acreage of maintained turfgrass

Establish naturalized areas southeast of outfield area of north ball
field to reduce acreage of maintained turfgrass

Consolidate planting beds around evergreen plantings to minimize
trimming requirements and reduce mowing time
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STRATFORD PARK

Stratford Park is a 16.0-acre park site located in the Southwest (SW) Quadrant of
the Bloomingdale Park District. The site is classified by the Park District as a
Neighborhood Park.

The site is located in a mixed use area. The site wraps around Stratford Middle
School with multi-family residential north of the park and single family
residential on the east and south of the site.

The park has a significant topographic feature, large drainage swale, that
bounds the site along virtually the entire interface between Stratford Middie
School and the park site. This swale drains in the direction of a large storm
water retention that is located immediately west of Butterfield Drive. This large
swale makes pedestrian access from the availabie parking at Stratford Middle
Schoaol to the site challenging,

Primary access is from the south and the Middle School parking lot. Additional
pedestrian paths connect Meadowlark Road to the east and Skylark and Martin
Drives to the south.

There is a single play area located centrally within the site. The active
recreational facilities include two ball fields with football/soccer field overlays in
the outfield. The western most ball field is lighted. There is a bank of two tennis
courts in the southernmost parcel of the site.

A pathway connects Skylark Drive on the east with Butterfield Drive on the
west. A trail spur connects the Meadowlark Road with the main trail spine.

The park includes

L] Play area;

° Basketball Court

° Ball field;

° Soccer fields, and,

. Trail loop and connection.

The play apparatus is centrally located on the site, it is however a significant
distance from the football/soccer, ball field, and tennis court activity areas. The
seating area adjacent to the play area is concrete, lacks shade. The seating area
has good visibility of the play activity area. There are back-to-back benches
which appear to be a common design detail throughout the District.

The play apparatus is in good condition. The concrete curb safety surface
containment is in good shape and provides good containment of the safety
surface.
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The safety surface is an engineered wood fiber material (EWF). The safety
surface is uniform but is very low and should be refreshed very soon. The safety
surface is below the equipment manufacturer’s recommended levels marked on
the equipment.

The sand play area is large and lacks containment on several sides. The
sand/turf interface is irregular creating mowing and turf management issues.

The turfgrass throughout the park is in fair to good shape with areas being thin
and worn and other areas with broad leaf weed intrusion.

The landscaping has shrubs and trees. The specimen trees lack mulched tree
rings. The absence of tree rings results in increased mowing times as large
mowers cannot cut close to the trunks requiring trim crews to follow with weed
whips to trim adjacent to the tree trunks. The tree trunks show damage from
string trimmers. Many trees also show evidence of trunk girdling near the sod
line that could be the result of improper installation. The top of the burlap root
bag may not have been removed at the time of planting creating a restriction
adversely affecting tree growth. The planting bed/turfgrass interface should be
“re-established” to provide a mow strip and improve mawing efficiency.

The tennis court is deteriorated. The court pavement is severely cracked and
shows signs of horizontal and vertical movement. The fence posts footings have
heaved significantly. Access to the court is by a narrow asphalt. The entry gate
to the tennis playing surface is narrow. The condition of the court indicates
significant surface drainage issues. The District should conduct an investigation
to determine the cause of the severe cracking and settlement. The northern
edge of the tennis court is currently growing sedges due to the poor surface
drainage.

The asphalt path has many significant traverse cracks. In several areas the cracks
exceed % inch and penetrate through the asphalt surface. Many of the cracks
have been unsuccessfully treated with cold-patch asphalt. The District should
investigate the cause of the severe cracking and develop a comprehensive
pavement maintenance program. .

The ball field is centrally located within the site. The orientation of the field is
east-northeast. This is close to the preferred orientation for a ball field in this
latitude. The slight clockwise rotation of the field has increased the buffer
between the ball field and the residential properties to the west. This minimizes
and conflict between ball field users and the adjacent residential properties. The
ball field has player benches along both foul lines. Only a single portable
spectator seating area is located along the right field foul line. There is no hard
path or surface connecting the player benches or connecting to the existing loop
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trail network. The interface between the skinned infield and the outfield has
recently been renovated to provide a cleaner more defined edge.

Recommendations;

=  Playground Area
o Refresh safety surfacing under play apparatus to required levels
o Reduce size of sand play area and Install sand containment curbing
to control sand and provide mow strip to improve mowing efficiency
o Instali shade devices or provide additional tree plantings on the
south side of the seating area to provide needed shade.
e Signage
o lInitiate standardize planting scheme at main park sign
o Install additional park sign along Meadowlark Road to identify park
o Standardize playground signage to match District brand.
¢ Pathways
o Investigate cause of traverse cracking along existing asphalt path.
Correct any identified deficiencies and repair path surface.
o Install mileage markers along trail to identify distances for exercise
walkers/joggers
* Tennis Court
o Investigate cause for severe cracking and settlement of existing court
surface
o Develop plan to address drainage issues.
Evaluate cost effectiveness of repair solution prior to repairing or
replacing court,
e Ball field
o Provide hard surface to connect player and spectator areas along
both foul lines and connect to pathway
o Plant additional shade trees in space between left field foul line and
property line to provide screening for adjacent property.
e landscaping
o Install mulch rings around all trees and consolidate tree rings where
appropriate to reduce mowing challenges and eliminate string
trimmer damage
o Provide “gator bags” on newly planted trees to provide extended
tree watering during establishment
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SUNNYSIDE PARK

Sunnyside Park is a 3.0-acre park site located in the Southeast (SE) Quadrant of
the Bloomingdale Park District. The site is classified by the Park District as a
Neighborhood Park.

The site is located at the intersection of Glen Ellyn Road and Byron Avenue. The
adjacent land use is public utility to the south, the Village’s wastewater
management facility, commercial to the west across Glen Ellyn Road, and single
family residential on the north and east.

This park is a unique configuration. The site is split by a forked drainage ditch
that creates two distinct activity areas. The recreation potential of the existing
site is maximized utilizing nearly all of the available upland space for active
recreation amenities.

Two branches of the drainage ditch join in the middle of the site and flow to the
south through a marsh and wetland area effectively dividing the site into three
parcels. The northerly active recreation parcel is +1 % - acres; a southwesterly
parcel of + % acre; the remainder of the site is a drainage ditch and wetlands.

The play area is located on the northerly 1% acre parcel that includes the
todd!er play area with a sand play area; a 5-12 play area and a basketball court.
The southerly % acres is improved with a bank of two tennis courts.

Access between the two main parcels is via the public walkway along Glen Ellyn
Road.

The park includes

® Play area;
® Basketball court; and,
L Tennis court.

The seating area adjacent to the play area is concrete is shaded by a single tree.
The seating area has good visibility of the play activity areas. This site has a
variation on the back-to-back bench configuration used elsewhere in the
District.

The play apparatus is in good condition. The concrete curb safety surface
containment is in fair to good shape and provides adequate containment of the
safety surface.

The safety surface is a combination of an engineered wood fiber material (EWF)
and a poured-in-place rubber surface (PIP).
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The EWF safety surface is very low and should be refreshed very soon. There are
several areas in the safety surface area where large tree roots are growing into
the safety surface profile. This should be corrected prior to filling the EWF to the
proper depth. The safety surface is below the equipment manufacturer’s
recommended levels marked on the equipment.

The PIP surface construction detail did not provide adequate edge protection
and has begun to crumble and delaminate. A proper edge should be re-
established to prevent further damage to the PIP surface.

The sand in the play area lacks containment on several sides. The sand/turf
interface is irregular creating mowing and turf management issues.

The turfgrass throughout the park is in fair to good shape with some areas being
thin and worn and other areas with broad leaf weed intrusion.

The landscaping has shrubs and trees. The specimen trees lack mulched tree
rings. The absence of tree rings results in increased mowing times as large
mowers cannot cut close to the trunks requiring trim crews to follow with weed
whips to trim adjacent to the tree trunks. The tree trunks show damage from
string trimmers. The planting bed/turfgrass interface should be “re-established”
to provide a mow strip and improve mowing efficiency.

The tennis court is deteriorated and has significant areas of mildew from poor
surface drainage. The court pavement is severely cracked. The fence posts
footings have heaved significantly. Access to the court is by a narrow asphalt
path. The condition of the court indicates significant surface and subsurface
drainage issues. The District should conduct an investigation to determine the
cause of the severe cracking and settlement.

Recommendations:

® Playground Area
o Refresh safety surfacing under play apparatus to required levels
o Address tree roots growing into safety surface profile
© Reduce size of sand play area and Install sand containment curbing
to control sand and provide mow strip to improve mowing efficiency
o Install shade devices or provide additional tree plantings on the
south side of the seating area to provide additional shade.
e Signage
o Initiate standardize planting scheme at main park sign
o Standardize playground signage to match District brand.
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e Tennis Court

o

Investigate cause of surface and subsurface drainage issues on
existing court surface

Develop plan to address drainage issues.

Evaluate cost effectiveness of repair solution prior to repairing or
replacing court.

» Landscaping

e}

Install mulch rings around all trees and consolidate tree rings where
appropriate to reduce mowing challenges and eliminate string
trimmer damage

Provide “gator bags” on newly planted trees to provide extended
tree watering during establishment

Establish naturalized areas in non-active use areas to reduce acreage
of maintained turfgrass
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TOMPKINS PARK

Tompkins Park is a 4.5-acre park site located in the Southeast (SE) Quadrant of
the Bloomingdale Park District. The site is classified by the Park District as a
Neighborhood Park.

The site is located at the intersection of Edgewater Drive and Winston Lane.
Edgewater Drive connects Glen Ellyn Road and South Bloomindale Road. There
is no parking on both sides of Winston Lane. There is limited on-street parking
on the westbound side of Edgewater Drive. The park site is in a single family
residential neighborhood.

The park is relatively flat throughout except along Winston Drive where the park
slopes up several feet toward the public sidewalk and the street.

The park includes

° Play area; and,
° Ball fields.

The play area is located adjacent to the public sidewalk along Edgewater Drive.
This play area contains a 5-12 play structure, a 2-bay swing, and a sand play
area. The seating area adjacent to the play area is concrete and lacks shade. The
seating area has good visibility of the play activity areas. This site has the typical
back-to-back bench configuration used elsewhere in the District.

The play apparatus is in good condition. The concrete curb safety surface
containment is precast concrete curb segments and is in fair to good shape. The
concrete curb provides adequate containment of the safety surface.

The safety surface is a combination of an engineered wood fiber material (EWF)
and a poured-in-place rubber surface (PIP).

The EWF safety surface is very low and should be refreshed soon. The safety
surface is below the equipment manufacturer’s recommended levels marked on
the equipment.

The PIP surface construction detail does not provide good edge protection.
Proper edge should be established to prevent damage to the PIP edge surface
and delamination.

The sand in the play area has been spilling onto the PIP and concrete surfaces.

The turfgrass throughout the park is in fair to good shape with some areas being
thin and worn and other areas with broad leaf weed intrusion.

The landscaping has shrubs and trees. The specimen trees lack mulched tree
rings. The absence of tree rings results in increased mowing times as large
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mowers cannot cut close to the trunks requiring trim crews to follow with weed
whips to trim adjacent to the tree trunks. The tree trunks show damage from
string trimmers. The planting bed/turfgrass interface should be “re-established”
to provide a mow strip and improve mowing efficiency. The existing tree masses
along Edgewater Drive require significant trimming and due to spacing of the
trees additional mowing time.

Tompkins Park has two ball fields. One field faces northeast while the second
field faces southwest. The southwest field has player benches and spectator
seating down both foul lines. The field in the southwest has standard straight
backstop fencing and no overhang with wing fencing. The hard surface behind
home plate connects both team areas. There is no hard accessible connection
from the public sidewalk to the activity area behind home plate.

The northeast field has a shell backstop with wing fencing. The hard surface
behind home plate connects both team areas and connects to the public
sidewalk. The infield mix is eroding and is either wind-blown or carried by
runoff from rain events. The walkway from Edgewater Drive is covered with
infield mix along the eastern half of the path. The eroded sediment is
concentrated behind the player benches and spectator seating along the third
base line.

The outfield open space between the two ball fields is just short of a full football
field due to the slope and transition on the west end. The length is sufficient for
a less than regulation soccer field or an 80-yard flag football field. Minor
regrading or a small retaining wall could extend the flat field area sufficiently to
permit a full size football field.

Recommendations:

* Playground Area
o Refresh safety surfacing under play apparatus to required levels
o Reduce size of sand play area and Install sand containment curbing
to control sand and provide mow strip to improve mowing efficiency
o Install shade devices or provide additional tree plantings on the
south side of the seating area to provide additional shade.
e Signage
o Initiate standardize planting scheme at main park sign
o Standardize playground signage to match District brand
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» Ball field
o Southwest Field —

o]

o Provide hard surface to connect player and spectator areas
to public sidewalk

o Plant trees or install shade shelter to provide shade for
player and spectator areas

Northeast Field —

o Address drainage issues to correct erosion and sediment
along pathway

o Plant shade trees in space between right field foul line and
property line to provide screening for adjacent property.

» landscaping

Q

Install mulch rings around all trees and consolidate tree rings where
appropriate to reduce mowing challenges and eliminate string
trimmer damage

Provide “gator bags” on newly planted trees to provide extended
tree watering during establishment

Develop mulched area around tree clusters along Edgewater Drive to
eliminate trimming and to improve mowing efficiency

Establish naturalized areas in non-active use areas to reduce acreage
of maintained turfgrass
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TUTTLE PARK

Tuttle Park is a 0.5-acre park site located in the Southeast (SE} Quadrant of the
Bloomingdale Park District. The site is classified by the Park District as a Mini
Park.

The site is located near the intersection of Tuttle Drive and Julian Lane. Julian
Lane connects to Medinah Road. Tuttle Park is in a single family residential
neighborhood.

The park is an undeveloped residential lot that the District acquired as a result
of the adjacent residential development. The site has frontage on the adjacent
stormwater retention pond.

Tuttle Park is classified as a mini park. The site is suitable for development as a
mini park to serve the adjacent residential development. Erie Park is within
0.4-miles but is isolated from park users in the Tuttle Park service area. The only
pedestrian access to the developed Erie Park from the Tuttle Park area would
require utilizing the existing path along Medinah Road from Donna Lane to Erie
Circle. The path south of Donna Lane is not continuous.

The park includes

. Undeveloped

Recommendations:

e Park Master Plan
o Engage adjacent residents to develop conceptual master plan for site
o Consider developing trail connection from Tuttle Park to existing
designated bikeway trail running along the east boundary of the
Bloomingdale Golf Club

e Sighage
o Install new park sign to identify site as property of Bloomingdale Park
District

o Initiate standardize planting scheme at main park sign
e Landscaping

o Install mulch rings around all trees and consolidate tree rings where
appropriate to reduce mowing challenges and eliminate string
trimmer damage

o Provide “gator bags” on newly planted trees to provide extended
tree watering during establishment

o Establish naturalized areas in non-active use areas to reduce acreage
of maintained turfgrass
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WESTLAKE PARK

Westlake Park is a 25.0-acre park site located in the Southeast {SE) Quadrant of
the Bloomingdale Park District. The site is classified by the Park District as a
Community Park.

The site is located between Lakeview Lane and Edgewater Drive southeast of
Circle Park. The park is surrounded on the west by multi-family homes, on the
north by single family detached homes and on the east by single family attached
homes. The park is bounded on the south by the Westlake Homeowners
Association property which includes several outdoor recreational facilities.

Access to the park is limited as the park is virtually land-locked. The site does
not front on any public streets or roads. A narrow corridor provides vehicular
access to a small 8-car parking lot north of Edgewater Drive. There are several
pedestrian access points. Pedestrian paths lead from South Circle Avenue,
Tamarack Drive, Hearthside Drive, Lakeshore Lane, and Lakeview Lane into
Westlake Park.

Westlake Park is a stormwater management facility that drains from northwest
to southeast. The control structure is located in the southeast corner of the 10+
acre lake. The inlet channels from the north and west are paved concrete
channels where the outlet channel is also a paved concrete channel.

A pathway connects Park Avenue, North Pleasant Avenue, and the high density
residential properties to the south with Lakeview Park providing good
pedestrian access to the park’s activities. The pathway loops around the site and
provides an approximately % mile circuit.

The park includes

. Fishing;

® Sledding;

] lce skating;

. Sand volleyball; and,
¢  Loop trail;

The turfgrass throughout the park is in good shape with minor areas being thin
and worn and other areas with broad leaf weed intrusion.

The landscaping is clean with shrubs and trees. Very few of the specimen
landscape trees have mulched tree rings. The lack of tree rings results in
increased mowing times as large mowers cannot cut close to the trunks
requiring trim crews to follow with weed whips to trim adjacent to the tree
trunks. The tree trunks show damage from string trimmers.
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Recommendations:

= Signage
o Initiate standardize planting scheme at main park sign
¢ Pathways
o Initiate pavement maintenance program to extend pavement life.
e Parking Lot
o Initiate pavement maintenance program to extend pavement life
¢ landscaping
o Install mulch rings around all trees and consolidate tree rings where
appropriate to reduce mowing challenges and eliminate string
trimmer damage
o Provide “gator bags” on newly planted trees to provide extended
tree watering during establishment
o Convert acreage to naturalized planting areas with native grasses to
reduce turfgrass areas
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RECOMMENDATIONS

INTRODUCTION

The Planning Resources Team conducted on-site visits to inventory each
Bloemingdale Park District park and facility. During these on-site visits the
condition of the various recreational amenities and surfaces were assessed. The
Site Inventory and Assessment and Facility Assessment Sections document the
findings. A more detailed assessment of each park facility is included in the
Appendix to the Plan.

THINGS TO DO Now

The following are a few items that the District could pursue or investigate now:

e |nitiate discussions with Stratford Square Mall and fitness equipment
manufacturers. The objective is to answer the requests for a “fitness
center” as identified in the visioning and public input sessions. The
discussions could focus on sharing a storefront for showcasing fitness
equipment, introducing additional customers into the malt shopping
environment, and address the resident’s demand for a fithess center.
This cooperative effort would address the perceived demand with a
minimal investment by any party.

e |nitiate supplemental investigations to assess and develop alternatives
for drainage improvements at Springfield Park bail fields.

# |nitiate discussions with Village of Bloomingdale to assess condition and
develop solutions for drainage and stormwater management facilities
within park sites. Many culvert outlets and inlets as well as stream and
drainage channels have eroded. The outlet and inlet protection should
be reinstalled and repaired.

* Continue upgrading and improving park signage and entry landscaping
with a consistent branding and image for Bloomingdale Park District
parks and facilities. This could be implemented by selecting one to two
parks each year for a “curb appeal” and “branding” facelift.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

The following recommendations apply generally across the BPD. More site
specific recommendations are included under each park in the Site Inventory
and Assessment Section and the Appendix.

These recommendations do not include the District’s American’s with Disabilities
Act - Transitional Plan requirements. The following recommendations assume
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the Transitional Plan is underway, and will be integrated with these
recommendations when each park site is addressed.

PARKS

SITE PLANS

There are several parks that should be considered for renovation. A conceptual
planning and master planning process that engages the neighbors and the
general public should be initiated on these parks. These sites include:

® Seasons 4 Park
® Indian Lakes

e Stratford Park
e Tuttle Park

PARKING LOTS

The District has significant areas of asphalt pavement. The overall condition of
the paved areas is poor to fair. The pavement shows signs of deferred
maintenance over the past several years.

The District should initiate a regular inspection schedule and develop a program
for regular sealcoating, crack filling and spot repair. This type of schedule is
shown in the capital asset replacement chapter.

COURT SURFACES

The District has several basketball and tennis court surfaces throughout the park
system. These court surfaces are in poor to fair condition. Many of the tennis
courts show signs of deterioration due to subsurface drainage issues. The cracks
in the court surface are significant and affect the playability of the court.

The District should investigate the drainage issues at the existing tennis courts to
determine the cause of the court pavement cracking and settlement.

TRAILS AND PATHS

The District has significant areas of asphalt and concrete pavement. These areas
serve both vehicles and pedestrians. The overall condition of the trails and paths
is poor to fair. There are many instances of longitudinal cracking of the asphalt
along the path or trail. This type of pavement cracking could be caused by a
number of issues including base failure, drainage, design detail, or construction
implementation.

Many of the paths are 8-feet or less in width. When internal park paths are used
by service and maintenance vehicles, the path should be designed to
accommodate both the weight of the vehicle and the vehicle track width. If the
vehicle track runs along the outer edge of the asphalt pavement the base should
extend beyond the pavement to provide sufficient support for the vehicle.
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Tire tracks along the edge can cause the pavement to pull and unravel along the
travel direction.

The District should develop design criteria for trails and paths that will double as
service routes for maintenance vehicles. These service routes should identified
and constructed or renovated to be of sufficient width and thickness to
accommodate the District’s maintenance and service vehicles.

TRAIL EXTENSIONS AND EXPANSION

There is the potential to supplement the existing Village bike routes and to
expand connections to the regicnal trail netwerk. Utilizing the Village’s bikeway
map and the County’s Regional Trail plan additional connections could be
developed as noted in Map 5 in the Appendix.

PLAY SURFACES

The District has fourteen playgrounds and tot lots. These play areas are designed
with an impact absorbing surface. These surfaces should be inspected for
adequate surface depth in necessary areas such as the base of slide structures
and swings. The play equipment is marked to indicate the appropriate depth of
surface material.

The District should inspect all playground areas to verify adequate impact
absorbing surface in required areas.

SIGNAGE

The District has develeped a consistent
marguee sign system that is simple yet
communicates the park name and the BPD.
The landscaping around the signage should be
expanded and a regular theme for the
plantings instalied at each park site. These
plantings should include perennials and low
maintenance native or ornamental grasses.

Additional signage could be installed at several parks where the park property
fronts on multiple public streets. Presently several park signs are very low key
and it is difficult to find the signage. Developing the planting theme will pull the
signage and branding together throughout the District.

The additional signage could be added or relocated to more visible locations at:

e Indian Lakes Park (Thrasher Street)
e Tuttle Park (No sign)

= Erie Park

e Old Town Park

e Stratford Park (Meadowlark Road)
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BENCHES AND SITE FURNISHINGS

Existing benches and site furnishings throughout the District are varied and
aging. The District should standardize benches and site furnishings. This
standardization will communicate a District “brand” , minimize repair part
inventory, and improve efficiency of any needed repairs.

Many benches are located adjacent to existing park paths and trails but do not
provide a hardened surface to access the bench. The lack of hard surface access
increases maintenance, as additional mowing and trimming is required, mud
holes and bare spots can develop under the bench from foot traffic, and the
benches are not accessible for the mobility challenged.

TURF MANAGEMENT AND LANDSCAPING

Generally turfgrass management and landscape maintenance throughout the
District is good. There are some areas in some parks where broadleaf weeds are
evident.

Most sports fields’ turf is in good condition. There are some areas where surface
drainage is an issue. These areas should be addressed as the surface drainage
issues adversely affect field playability.

The District’s trees, shrubs and landscaping is in fair to good shape. Many
canopy trees throughout the park system lack woodchip mulch rings at the base.
The lack of mulch ring requires additional trim mowing and is inefficient.
Additionally, the trim mowing is performed by string trimmers and many trees
show severe trunk damage from string trimmers. This damage effectively girdles
the tree and aver time will cause the tree’s health to decline and require
premature reptacement or removal.

DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION DETAILS

The District has several construction design details throughout the park system.
These include play area containment, drinking fountain location, site furnishing,
location and design of hall field player benches and spectator seating areas.

The District should consider developing construction detail standards for the
various park components. These standardized details will improve construction
replacement budgeting as the District will have developed a construction cost
history over time. Additionally, the standardized details improve maintenance
efficiency post-construction as the District will have background information.

In addition to construction budgeting the standardized details will result in
consistency of image from park to park, standardizing landscape beds to provide
mow strips to improve turfgrass maintenance, standardizing play surface
containment details can result in more efficient visual reviews of play surfaces as
all play areas should have surfacing at the same relative relationship to
containment and equipment.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

INFRASTRUCTURE

Many parks within the system serve dual functions as both recreation and
stormwater management. The Village and the Park District cooperate regarding
responsibilities for management of these facilities. There are several areas in
the parks where storm sewers discharge into either a vegetated swale or paved
concrete invert. The District should continue to work with the Village to identify
and correct erosion issues near the discharge points or throughout the
stormwater conveyance system including shorelines.

FACILITIES

EXISTING

The facility evaluation chapter identifies items to be addressed and prioritizes
them. The priorities are (a.) items that should be addressed first. Some of these
items are fairly simple to correct. Other items may require some planning by
the Park District on how the solution could be obtained, or how the issue could
be reduced or improved.

For the items listed under (b.) and (c.), some of these items may still be solved
with a simple solution. Other items may be resoived by switching or eliminating
functions within the facility. The Park District will need to evaluate each facility,
each function, and determine how they would like to ideally operate.

We recommend a schematic design exercise be undertaken to determine the
scope of the corrective measures involved for the more complex issues
identified within each facility. Only then may some of these more complex items
find resolution.

FUTURE

The District facilities and current use of space is at a premium. Throughout the
public outreach it was expressed the desire for the BPD to have a fitness and
wellness center. Given the number of private providers of health and fitness
clubs either in or within a close proximity to Bloomingdale we do not feel it is
warranted for the BPD to undertake the construction of a new facility or the re-
use of current facilities for this purpose.

It is our recommendation that the BPD investigate the use of existing private
space at a negotiated BPD heneficial rate to satisfy this need. Space such as that
at Stratford Square Mall could provide a benefit to the District, its residents and
the Mali by bringing in additional foot traffic. Prior to BPD pursuing any venture
such as this we recommend the District conduct a targeted user market analysis
to gauge user interest and commitment.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

SUSTAINABILITY

The Bloomingdale Park District as the resource manager for parks and open
lands within the District boundaries and has the fiduciary responsibility to
safeguard the natural environment it manages. As the District commits to its
environmental stewardship duties the following recommendations are set forth:

»  The Bloomingdale Park District should establish and adopt a
sustainability mission statement that guides the District in its planning,
management, and operation endeavors.

= The Park District should become the leader in establishing environmental
policies and initiatives within the community.

= Form an environmental committee within the District to include
members of the administrative staff as well as line staff that will be
responsible for the formation of a environmental policy. This committee
should have one Board member as a liaison to the full Board.

®  Use the Illinois Park and Recreation’s environmental committee’s
“Environmental Report Card” to assess the Districts level of
environmental stewardship practices.

& Develop a District wide “Environmental Policy” that is based on the
lllinois Park and Recreation “Model Enviranmental Policy” This policy
should focus on the core elements of purchasing, use of resources,
energy, waste management, resource planning and management, and
environmental education.

The environmental policy will confirm the Bloomingdale Park District’s
commitment to leadership and sound use of the district’s and its resident’s
resources in a responsible and scund way. This plan and policy should help the
District to manage its resources for the long term benefits, reduce dependency
on non-renewable energy sources, and establish offsetting benefits for
consumption of resources. The goals and objectives of the District’s operation
will be enhanced and benefit fiscally with the establishment of sound green
practices and policies.

CAPITAL ASSET REPLACEMENT PROGRAM

A Capital Replacement Program (CRP) is the first step in attempting to accurately
project the expenses of maintaining the District’s existing park sites and
facilities. Replacement schedules are estimated based on the useful-life of the
improvement.

The CRP is a management tool for hudgetary planning. This tool must be
updated annually during pre-budget planning to identify specific critical needs
that should be addressed in the annual budget.
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RECCMMENDATIONS

The CRP is intended to address existing parks and facilities and the funding
estimated to replace those existing facilities to their original condition. The
name identifies this plan as a “replacement” plan. It does not address new
facilities or additions to parks or facilities. It is not intended to be a “Capital
Improvement” plan.

It must be noted that this program projects only the expenses, not the revenue
sources necessary to maintain it.
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INFRASTRUCTURE

Many parks within the system serve dual functions as both recreation and
stormwater management. The Village and the Park District cooperate regarding
responsibilities for management of these facilities. There are several areas in
the parks where storm sewers discharge into either a vegetated swale or paved
concrete invert. The District should continue to work with the Village to identify
and correct erosion issues near the discharge points or throughout the
stormwater conveyance system including shorelines.

2014 Plan Update:

The Park District plans to initiate discussions with the Village of
Bloomingdale in the near future.
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2014 Plan Update:

In addition to the recommendations in the 2013 Bloomingdale Park
District Strategic Plan this 2014 Plan Update makes the following
supplemental recommendations:

The District’s athletic fields receive significant pressure for both
practice and competition space. This pressure comes from growing
outdoor youth athletic organizations including football, soccer, and
lacrosse.

One option to expand capacity of the existing athletic fields is the
renovation or rehabilitation of one or more existing athletic field
spaces as a synthetic turf field.

There are several options available to investigate for the development
of a synthetic field would be a joint venture project with the Lake Park
High School District #108. Additional options would be to evaluate to
potential for a synthetic field at Springfield Park or Stratford Park. Both
of these athletic field complexes currently have lights and have
significant parking facilities/infrastructure already in place. The
existing lights would extend the capacity of the fields.

Additional investigations by the District have identified the need to
include the sump and drainage pumps at Johnson Recreation Center
on the Capital Asset Replacement Plan (CARP). The District needs to
include these pumps, remaining useful life, replacement cost and
condition to the CARP spreadsheet.

The District has identified operation and control efficiencies that
would result from a renovation to the front entrance of the Oasis
Water Park. The District should consider developing a schematic and
conceptual plan for the Oasis front entrance to improve the identified
operational challenges.
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EXISTING

The facility evaluation chapter identifies items to be addressed and prioritizes
them. The priorities are (a.) items that should be addressed first. Some of these
items are fairly simple to correct. Other items may require some planning by
the Park District on how the solution could be obtained, or how the issue could
be reduced or improved.

For the items listed under (b.) and (c.), some of these items may still be solved
with a simple solution. Other items may be resolved by switching or eliminating
functions within the facility. The Park District will need to evaluate each facility,
each function, and determine how they would like to ideally operate.

We recommend a schematic design exercise be undertaken to determine the
scope of the corrective measures involved for the more complex issues
identified within each facility. Only then may some of these more complex items
find resolution.

FUTURE

The District facilities and current use of space is at a premium. Throughout the
public outreach it was expressed the desire for the BPD to have a fitness and
wellness center. Given the number of private providers of health and fitness
clubs either in or within a close proximity to Bloomingdale, we do not feel it is
warranted for the BPD to undertake the construction of a new facility, it may be
cost effective for the re-use or repurposing of current facilities for this purpose.

It is our recommendation that the BPD investigate the use of existing private
space at a negotiated BPD beneficial rate to satisfy this need. Space such as that
at Stratford Square Mall could provide a benefit to the District, its residents and
the Mall by bringing in additional foot traffic. Prior to BPD pursuing any venture
such as this we recommend the District conduct a targeted user market analysis
to gauge user interest and commitment.

2014 Plan Update:

The District’s 2010 community Needs Assessment identified three
critical needs facing the Bloomingdale Park District. These three
needs included 1) an indoor fitness and exercise facility; 2)
accessibility needs at Johnson Recreation Center (JRC); and, 3) aging
infrastructure of JRC with many components of JRC beyond their
recommended useful life. The District should plan for a second
phase renovation of JRC to address these three identified needs.
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The Bloomingdale Park District as the resource manager for parks and open
lands within the District boundaries and has the fiduciary responsibility to
safeguard the natural environment it manages. As the District commits to its
environmental stewardship duties the following recommendations are set forth:

= The Bloomingdale Park District should establish and adopt a
sustainability mission statement that guides the District in its planning,
management, and operation endeavors.

= The Park District should become the leader in establishing environmental
policies and initiatives within the community.

=  Form an environmental committee within the District to include
members of the administrative staff as well as line staff that will be
responsible for the formation of an environmental policy. This
committee should have one Board member as a liaison to the full Board.

= Use the lllinois Park and Recreation’s environmental committee’s
“Environmental Report Card” to assess the Districts level of
environmental stewardship practices.

= Develop a District wide “Environmental Policy” that is based on the
lllinois Park and Recreation “Model Environmental Policy” This policy
should focus on the core elements of purchasing, use of resources,
energy, waste management, resource planning and management, and
environmental education.

The environmental policy will confirm the Bloomingdale Park District’s
commitment to leadership and sound use of the district’s and its resident’s
resources in a responsible and sound way. This plan and policy should help the
District to manage its resources for the long term benefits, reduce dependency
on non-renewable energy sources, and establish offsetting benefits for
consumption of resources. The goals and objectives of the District’s operation
will be enhanced and benefit fiscally with the establishment of sound green
practices and policies.

2014 Plan Update:

The Park District plans to initiate an internal “Green Team” to
develop policies related to sustainable park management practices
as recommended in the above section on Sustainability. The
District’s plan is to utilize existing resources available through the
Illinois Park and Recreation Association (IPRA) Environmental
Committee.
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A Capital Replacement Program (CRP) is the first step in attempting to accurately
project the expenses of maintaining the District’s existing park sites and
facilities. Replacement schedules are estimated based on the useful-life of the
improvement.

The CRP is a management tool for budgetary planning. This tool must be
updated annually during pre-budget planning to identify specific critical needs
that should be addressed in the annual budget.

The CRP is intended to address existing parks and facilities and the funding
estimated to replace those existing facilities to their original condition. The
name identifies this plan as a “replacement” plan. It does not address new
facilities or additions to parks or facilities. It is not intended to be a “Capital
Improvement” plan.

It must be noted that this program projects only the expenses, not the revenue
sources necessary to maintain it.

2014 Plan Update:

The Park District is actively updating and revising the Capital Asset
Replacement Plan spreadsheet. The updates include removal of
retired or disposed of assets, updating of costs, projecting
equipment and asset useful life cycles.
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